Chapter 1
It was Monday. Lin was in science
class. Miss Trent was her teacher.
Miss Trent said, “I graded your
science tests. And I’ll give them back to
you now. So you can find out what grade
you got.”
Lin thought she did well on her test.
Miss Trent gave Lin her paper.
Lin looked at her grade. She was
right. She did do well on it.
Miss Trent gave Chandra her paper.
Chandra sat next to Lin. Chandra
looked at her grade.
Then Chandra looked at Lin. She said,
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“I got a ninety-five on my test. What did
you get?”
“I got a ninety-eight,” Lin said.
Lin always made the best grade in
the class. And Chandra always made the
second-best grade.
Miss Trent passed out the rest of
the tests.
Then Miss Trent said, “You have to
write a paper for this class. It should be
five pages long. And it should be about a
science topic.”
“When’s the paper due?” Lin asked.
“Friday of next week, Lin,” Miss
Trent said.
Chandra said, “That doesn’t give us
much time.”
Miss Trent looked at Chandra. But
she didn’t say anything to her.
Miss Trent went to her desk. She
picked up some papers. Then she said,
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“This is a list of topics. Pick one on the
list. But only one student can write
about each topic.”
Miss Trent quickly passed out copies
of the list.
Then she said, “Read the topics. I’ll
give you a few minutes to do that. Then
I’ll call the roll. And you can tell me the
topic you picked.”
Lin looked at the topics. She knew
about some of them. But she didn’t know
all of them.
Chandra looked at the list, too. Then
she looked at Lin.
Chandra asked, “Which will you
pick?”
Lin said, “I don’t know yet. But it
will be something I want to learn more
about.”
Lin looked at the topics for a few more
minutes. Then she picked one she liked.
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Miss Trent called the roll. And the
students told her which topic they had
picked for their papers.
Miss Trent said, “Lin, your turn.”
Lin told Miss Trent what she’d picked.
Miss Trent laughed.
Then Miss Trent said, “I should’ve
known you would pick that, Lin. That’s a
hard one. It won’t be easy to find books
about that. But I know you can do it. You
always like to do hard work.”
That made Lin feel very good.
Then Miss Trent said, “Chandra, it’s
your turn.”
Chandra said, “I was going to write
about that, too. But Lin got to pick first.
Now I’ll have to pick something else.”
“That doesn’t matter. Just do a good
job on your paper,” Miss Trent said.
Chandra looked at the list. Then she
picked a different topic.
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Lin thought Chandra picked a good
topic. But Miss Trent didn’t say anything
about it.
Miss Trent called the names of the
rest of the students. And they told her
what they’d picked.
Miss Trent said, “You might not find
out a lot about your topic. So you might
have to pick another one.”
Lin hoped she could find a lot.
“You have only two days to pick a
different topic. You can’t change after
that,” Miss Trent said.
The bell rang.
Miss Trent said, “See you tomorrow.
And don’t forget to start to work on your
papers.”
All of the students had lunch next.
They could leave their books on their
desks until after lunch. It was okay with
Miss Trent for them to do that.
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Lin left her books on her desk. She
started to walk to the door.
Lin wasn’t in a hurry to leave. But
Chandra was. And Chandra bumped into
Lin.
Chandra said, “Lin, watch where
you’re going.”
Chandra sounded mad. And she
seemed mad, too.
Lin hoped Chandra wasn’t mad at
her. But why would Chandra be?
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Chapter 2
Lin got to the lunchroom. She hurried
inside. She got her lunch. Then she
looked for her friends.
She saw Paige, Logan, and Drake.
They sat at a table.
Lin lived at Grayson Apartments. The
other three lived there, too. All four rode
the same bus to school. And they were all
good friends.
Lin hurried over to their table. She
quickly sat down. She told them she had
to write a paper for science.
Logan said, “I’m glad I don’t have
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Miss Trent for science. I don’t like to
write papers.”
“Me neither,” Drake said.
“What are you going to write about?”
Paige asked.
Lin told her.
“I’ve never heard of that before,”
Paige said.
“It’s new to me, too. That’s why I picked
it. I want to learn about something new,”
Lin said.
Jack came over to their table. Willow
did, too.
Jack and Willow also lived at Grayson
Apartments. Jack rode the bus with Lin
and the other three. Willow rode a special
bus with a wheelchair lift.
Lin told Jack and Willow about her
paper. And she told them the topic she’d
picked.
Then Lin said, “I want to go to the
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library today. But I don’t have time to go
before school is out. I hope I find out a
lot,” Lin said.
Jack said, “I’ll be glad to drive you to
the town library. We can go after school.
Just say the word. And I’ll take you today.”
Jack was the only one of them who had
a car. It wasn’t much of a car. But Jack
liked to show it off. So he was always glad
to take them somewhere.
“Thanks, Jack. I want to get started on
my paper. But I can’t go today,” Lin said.
“I’ll be glad to look up something for
you. I can do that today,” Willow said.
Willow loved books. She wanted to
become a librarian. So she worked at the
town library some days after school and
some weekends.
Lin asked, “Will it be okay for you to
do that?”
Willow said, “Sure. I just need work
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while I’m there. I’ll look for some books
for you on my break. And I’ll call you
tonight. And let you know what I find.”
“Thanks,” Lin said.
Lin was glad Willow would look at
the town library for her. Maybe Willow
would find something there to help her.
Lin hoped she did.
Later, Willow looked for some books
for Lin. But Willow didn’t find what Lin
needed. Lin found that out when Willow
called her later that night.
Willow said, “I looked up that topic for
you, Lin. I found some books. They had a
few bits of news. But not anything that
would help you a lot.”
“Thanks for looking for me, Willow,”
Lin said.
“Sure, any time,” Willow said. “Will
Miss Trent let you do research online?”
Willow asked.
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