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To the Educator

Written for young adults, the Urban Underground series confronts issues that are of great importance 
to teens, such as friendship, loyalty, drugs, gangs, abuse, urban blight, bullies, and self-esteem to name 
a few. More than entertainment, these books can be a powerful learning and coping tool when a 
struggling reader connects with credible characters and a compelling storyline. The highly readable style 
and mature topics will appeal to young adult readers of both sexes and encourage them to finish each 
novel. Paperback books look and feel like a trade edition and are complete in just under 200 pages.

This teacher’s guide provides ideas and reproducible worksheets to support the book and extend 
students’ reading skills. The key at the end of this guide provides answers and example responses. 

Different Ways to Present the Book 
Students who are more confident may be encouraged to read the book on their own after reading one 
or two chapters as a class. If your students are familiar with the Urban Underground series, you might 
begin by having them review what they already know about various characters. The summaries on the 
back cover are a great starting point.

Although most activities are designed for use after reading the book, some are for pre-reading, and a few 
activities may be used during the reading. These activities were designed for a variety of teaching styles. 
You can distribute all of the activities at once or pick-and-choose the skills you want to reinforce. 

How to Build Connections 
Each book gives more insight into the teen characters. Since some characters appear in subsequent 
stories, you may wish to create character webs and have students continue to add to them as you read 
the series together.

The Urban Underground series is set in a fictional city. If your students live in an urban area, you may 
ask them to note any similarities to their own lives as they read the novels.
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Reading Strategies

The activities in this Teacher’s Resource Guide focus on giving struggling readers the tools to construct, 
extend, and examine the meaning of text. Included are essential elements in reading literacy as identified by 
the National Assessment of Educational Progress.

Vocabulary
Vocabulary skills include decoding words, using words correctly, understanding meanings, and extending 
the actual amount of words the students know. Increased competency with vocabulary increases fluency 
when reading both silently and aloud—as students decode or recognize words more easily, they will be able 
to determine and extend the meaning of entire passages more easily as well.

Initial Understanding
Initial understanding of text is the initial impression of what was read. Skills include identifying details 
and facts from text read, and recognizing aspects of literal text, such as sequence of events or main ideas. 
Without initial understanding, no reader would be able to comprehend the text on a higher level.

Developing Interpretation
Developing interpretation goes beyond the initial impression to develop a more complete understanding of 
what was read. The reader must distinguish between and compare separate concepts in a text to extend its 
meaning. Examples of interpreting skills include differentiating facts from opinions, making comparisons, 
summarizing, and identifying cause-effect relationships.

Personal Reflection and Response
Personal reflection and response requires readers to relate topics to their own experience. As students 
connect their own experiences with text, information becomes clearer. Having internalized ideas, readers 
can much more easily express their responses.

Demonstrating a Critical Stance
Demonstrating a critical stance requires readers to detach themselves from the text in order to consider and 
evaluate it. A critical response may include identifying the intended audience and critiquing the text.
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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE�  

Dropping Out Survey

DIRECTIONS: Read the statements below. Decide if you think the statement is true or 
false. Put a check in the column that matches your feelings.

True False Statement

A high school diploma is not necessary to get a good job. 

Dropping out of high school does not have long-lasting effects.

In the United States, 7,000 students drop out of high school each day. 

You must have a high school diploma to get into college.

A high school diploma is of no use to an athlete. 

Most parents don’t care if their children finish high school.

Farmers have no use for a high school education. 

Women have no use for a high school education.

A high school diploma is never a waste. 

Only losers are smart. 
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VOCABULARY�    Glossary

DIRECTIONS: Below is a list of vocabulary words from To Be a Man. For your ease, 
they are organized in the order they appear in the book. Review the words before, 
during, and after reading the story. Create your own Urban Underground Dictionary 
by adding other difficult words from the story to the list below.

incredulous (in-krej-uh-luhs)—indicating or showing disbelief
ogre (oh-ger)—a monster in fairy tales
unseasonable (uhn-see-zuh-nuh-buhl)—not seasonable, being out of season
gaunt (gawnt)—extremely thin and bony
bustle (buhs–uhl)—to move with a great show of energy
begrudge (bih-gruhj)—to envy or reluctant to give
frantic (fran-tik)—desperate or wild with excitement
hysterical (hi-ster-i-kuhl)—uncontrollably emotional
gumption (guhmp-shuhn)—courage or guts
estrange (ih-streynj)—to turn away in feeling or affection
vague (veyg)—not clear
assert (uh-surt)—to state with assurance or force, confidence
exemplify (ig-zem-pluh-fahy)—to show or illustrate by example
conspirator (kuhn-spir-uh-ter)—a person who takes part in a conspiracy
mock (mok)—to attack or treat with ridicule
drudgery (druhj-uh-ree)—distasteful, hard work
taunt (tawnt)—to provoke in an insulting manner
maim (meym)—to deprive the use of some part of the body
irk (urk)—to irritate or annoy
sinister (sin-uh-ster)—threatening or evil
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VOCABULARY�    Word Scramble

DIRECTIONS: Read the definitions. Think of what vocabulary word from To Be a Man 
matches the definition. Unscramble the letters and write the correct vocabulary word in 
the space provided.

	 1.	 to attack or treat with ridicule—kmco 

	 2.	 threatening or evil—itssiren 

	 3.	 a monster in fairy tales—egro 

	 4.	 courage or guts—ougmnpit 

	 5.	 not clear or definite—uvaeg 

	 6.	 extremely thin or bony—ngtau 

	 7.	 to provoke in an insulting manner—utatn 

	 8.	 to irritate or annoy—kir 

	 9.	 to state with assurance or confidence—rsesat 

	10.	 to envy—guebderg 

Use It in a Sentence

DIRECTIONS: Choose eight vocabulary words. Write a sentence using each word.
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