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Chapter 1
Deb was at her locker. Val was at her
locker too. Val was Deb’s best friend.
Val said, “Steve will be out of town this
weekend. Do you want to do something
Saturday afternoon?”
Steve was Val’s boyfriend.
“Sure. What?” Deb said.
Val said, “I don’t know. We can think
about it.”
“OK,” Deb said.
Deb saw Ben. He was in her math
class. And he was Steve’s best friend.
Ben was very cute. Deb wished he
would ask her for a date.
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“Does Ben have a girlfriend?” Deb
asked.
Val said, “Not that I know of. He
did. But they broke up. And she dates
someone else now.”
The girls hurried to their history
class. It was their last class of the day.
Miss Brent was their teacher.
The girls went to their desks. Val had
to sit on the other side of the room. So
she and Deb couldn’t sit together.
The bell rang. Miss Brent started
class. She always started class on time.
“Today we will talk about what you
had to read for homework. And we won’t
read in the book,” Miss Brent said.
Deb was glad they wouldn’t read in
the book. She didn’t read well. So she
could read only a little of the history
book. Her mom had read the homework
to her.
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Miss Brent called on Deb first. And
Deb was able to answer what Miss Brent
asked her.
Miss Brent said, “Good answer, Deb.”
That made Deb feel good.
Deb didn’t have to try to read the
book. So the class went by fast for her.
It was almost time for the class to
be over.
Miss Brent said, “Don’t forget you
will have a test tomorrow. It will be a
hard test. So you will need to study a
lot for it.”
Deb always studied a lot for the tests.
She could not read most of what was
on the tests. But Miss Brent taped the
tests for her. So she did not have to know
how to read them. And Miss Brent gave
her more time on the tests when she
needed it.
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Miss Brent let Deb write very short
answers. And she did not count off for
spelling.
But Deb still did not do well on the
tests. It was hard for her to remember
what she had studied.
It was going to be a bad week for
her. It always was when she had a
history test.
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Chapter 2
The bell rang.
Deb got up to go. But Val wasn’t ready
to go. She was talking to Tess. Tess sat
next to Val.
They talked for a few minutes. Then
Tess hurried out of the class.
Val came over to Deb.
Val said, “Tess is coming over to my
house today. We are going to study for
the test. Do you want to study with us?”
Deb said, “Thanks. But Mom doesn’t
want me to study with my friends.”
Her mom thought the girls would talk
too much. And not study. And her mom
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knew Deb had to study a lot.
“I know your mom wants you to
study by yourself. But maybe it would
help you to study with us,” Val said.
Deb didn’t say anything.
“Let’s ask Miss Brent what she
thinks,” Val said.
“OK,” Deb said.
The girls walked over to Miss Brent.
Val said, “Tess and I study for the
tests together. And that helps us to do
better. Do you think it would help Deb
to study with us?”
“Why don’t you wait in the hall, Val?
And Deb and I will talk about it,” Miss
Brent said.
“OK,” Val said.
Val hurried out in the hall.
Miss Brent said, “Do you want to
study with Val and Tess?”
“Oh, yes. But my mom doesn’t want
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me to study with friends. She thinks we
would talk too much. And not study,”
Deb said.
“Val and Tess have been doing well
on their tests. So I think they study a
lot. And not just talk,” Miss Brent said.
“Do you think it would help me to
study with them?” Deb asked.
Miss Brent said, “It might. Some
people learn best with their eyes. Some
learn best with their ears. Don’t you
learn best when you hear things?”
“Yes,” Deb said.
“I think it would help you to talk
about history with your friends. That
might help you to remember it. You
would be studying with your ears,”
Miss Brent said.
“Thanks, Miss Brent. I’ll tell my
mom that,” Deb said.
Deb hurried out into the hall. Val
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was waiting for her.
“What did Miss Brent say?” Val
asked.
“Miss Brent thinks it is a good idea.
But are you sure you want to study
with me?” Deb said.
“Yes. Why did you ask?” Val said.
“Because I don’t read well,” Deb said.
Val said, “That doesn’t matter. Tess
and I will do all the reading.”
“I’ll ask my mom as soon as I get
home,” Deb said.
Deb asked her mom when she got
home. And her mom said she could
study with them just one time. And
then see how she did on the test.
Val lived down the street from Deb.
Deb hurried over to her house. She
studied with Val and Tess for a long time.
Val and Tess did all of the reading.
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And Deb helped them to understand
some of the things they read.
Deb thought she did well on her
test the next day. So she thought it
helped her to study with them. But
she wouldn’t know until she got her
test back.
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