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It is late.

The restaurant is closing.

Lea takes off her apron.

She says goodbye to Raul.

He is her boss.

Raul waves.

“Thanks for your hard work today.

See you tomorrow.”

“Sorry,” Lea says.

“l can’t make it.”



Raul points to the calendar.
“Look at the schedule.
You have a shift tomorrow.

It starts at 4:00 p.m.”

Lea shakes her head.

“I have to be somewnhere else.
Shay is having a birthday party.
She is my best friend.

Let me work Monday instead.”







“No,” Raul says.
“You need to come in tomorrow.

Those are your hours.

We will be short-staffed without you.”




“I am really sorry,” Lea says.

“But | made a promise to Shay.”

Raul’s face gets red.

His voice is angry.

“Fine,” he says.

“You have a choice.

Go to the party, or keep your job.”

He walks away.



Lea feels torn.
She needs this job.

Still, she doesn’t want to miss
the party.

Raul is not being fair, Lea thinks.

What went wrong in this story?
Lea blames Raul.

But it is not really his fault.



Lea made some mistakes.

She took her boss by surprise.

Her words upset him.

She didn’t seem to care about work.
That made Raul feel disrespected.

Better communication would have
helped.








