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It was 1944. 
World War II was raging. 
U.S. planes fl ew over Europe. 
They had a job. 
An oil fi eld needed to be bombed. 
This would hurt the enemy. 

But there was a problem.
The planes were big. 
They moved slowly. 
Their engines were loud.
This made them easy targets.

 Chapter 1

RED TAILS
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Clouds rolled in.
It was hard to see.
The planes fl ew on.
Soldiers kept watch.
They looked for the enemy.

Shots rang out.
Bullets rained down.
It was an attack.
Enemies fi red.
Their planes were fast.
They fi lled the sky.
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More planes came. 
These had red tails. 
They fi red at the enemy. 
This cleared the way. 
U.S. bombers made it through. 
They were safe. 
This was thanks to the Red Tails. 

Red Tails were U.S. fi ghter planes. 
Tuskegee Airmen fl ew them. 
These were Black soldiers. 
They helped win the war. 
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HISTORY NOTE

P-51 MustangThe P-51 was one of the best U.S. fi ghter planes. It could fl y a long way and was a great attack plane.
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