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I t ’s third period. I am in math class. 
Ms. Fan hands back our tests.
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She stops at my desk. “Nice work, 
Makena. You got an A .”

“Thanks. I ’m good with numbers. 
In Kenya, I was f irs t in my class.”
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Ms. Fan smiles. “You should be proud 
of yourself. High school math can 
be tricky. The math center could use 
your help. We need tutors. Would 
you like to be one?”

I shake my head. “I t  sounds nice. 
But English is hard for me.”
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“Your friend can help. Fatima speaks 
well. You could work together.”
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“I’m not sure. Can I think i t  over?” 

“Of course. Let me know.”
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The bel l r ings. I  walk to lunch with 
Fatima. We both speak Nubi. She 
has been in Ohio for f ive years. 
This is my firs t year here.

11

Sam
ple



Learn about dif ferent types of U.S. 
schools and the people who work 
there and then see how a newcomer 
handles gett ing on the wrong bus on 
the f irs t day of school in this book 
pair from the Welcome Newcomers 
boxed set. Find out more at  
www.sdlback.com/welcome.
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