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Roar!

The sound shakes the ground.

Chan’s heart races.

He looks to the mountain.

That is where the beast lives.
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It is New Year’s Eve.

The end of winter is here.

There is little food.

The beast starves.

So he hunts.

Chan runs home.

“Did you hear it?”
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“Yes,” his father says.

“Come inside.

Hurry.”
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His mother looks around.

“Where is Bo?”

Bo is Chan’s sister.

“I saw her,” Chan says.

“She was with the hens.”
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“I will go,” his father says.

“Set out food. 
Now.”

His mother nods.

She piles meat on a plate.

Then she adds rice.

It is all of their food.

She sets it on the porch.
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Roar! 
Rooooaaarrr!

The beast nears.

Chan looks outside.

People run.

They set food on steps.

Women clutch little ones.

Children cry.

Men push carts.

They herd cows.

It is crazy.

TwERL_Nian_Int.indd   8 5/1/18   8:18 AM



9

TwERL_Nian_Int.indd   9 5/1/18   8:18 AM





3

The year is 1985.

A movie comes out.

It is Back to the Future.
A boy rides a board.
His name is Marty.
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This board is fast.

It stays just above the ground.

But it does not touch.

The board hovers.

TwERL_ Hover NF_Int.indd   4 5/8/18   2:26 PM



5

It looks like a skateboard.

Marty rides it like one.

It flies over things.

Water does not stop it.

But it is not real.

This is just a movie.
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It looks like fun.

Many want one.

They want to fly too.
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There is a problem.

Objects have to rise to hover.

Then they must stay up.

This is hard.

The dream is big.

But it has to wait.  
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Years pass.

It is the early 2000s.

People work on this.

They use what they have.

Leaf blowers work.

These give lift.
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A base comes next.

Some use surfboards.

These go up.

But rides are short.

They do not zoom.

It is very clumsy.

This is not like the movie.

TwERL_ Hover NF_Int.indd   9 5/8/18   2:26 PM




