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Walk into any store in the U.S. 
Look around. Items are for sale. 
There is only one way to get 
them. That is with money.
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Together, bills and coins are called 
cash. Using cash is one way to pay. 
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Count out what you owe. What if 
you don’t have the exact amount? 
You can give more. The worker 
will give back change.
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Keep the receipt. It shows 
what you paid. You may 
need it if you return items. 
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Where do you store money? Banks 
keep it safe. You can open a
checking account. This lets you 
spend your money. But you must be 
18 to open an account on your own. 

a  bank  account  peop le  can  use 

to  depos i t  and  w i thdraw money 

in  o rder  to  pay  b i l l s  and  buy 

i tems

C H E C K I N G  A C C O U N T
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Manny Leon flipped through the 
TV channels. He sighed. There was 
nothing good to watch.
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His phone pinged with a text. It was 
from his friend Diego in Florida.

“Can you come visit? Florida isn’t 
the same without you.”
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Leaving Florida had been hard. But 
Manny’s mom had found a better job 
in Maryland. Before that, they’d lived 
in Colombia. It was dangerous there. 
They’d left to be safe. 
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Smiling, Manny texted Diego back. 
“Good idea. It’s so boring here.”

Manny shouted to his mom. “Can I 
visit Diego?”
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Mrs. Leon came into the room. “How 
would you get there?”
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Manny searched the web. “By bus. 
It’s $225 round trip.”

His mom frowned. “We can’t afford 
that.”
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“I’ll pay for it,” Manny said.

“How?”

“I’ll work and save up. Please, Mom?”
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