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School is a place to learn. It can 
help get you ready for life in the 
world. Schoolwork can be hard. 
But there are ways to do well. Find 
out what to expect. Learn the rules. 
These are the first steps to success.
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Attendance is vital. What if you miss a 
day? You’re marked absent. You must 
have a good excuse. Being sick is one. 
A parent or guardian has to write a 
note. When you return to school, you 
bring the note to the office.
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Know when your classes start. You must 
be on time. Stay in your seat. A bell 
rings when class is over. 
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A teacher runs each class. Follow 
their rules. Teachers give lessons. 
Listen closely. Watch what they show 
you. Remember all you can. Taking 
notes helps.
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Try to be an active student. How?

Pay attention. Ask questions. Share 
your ideas. 
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Joseph sat in the back of the 
room. He stared at his math 
worksheet. Algebra made his 
brain hurt. He was glad it 
was the last class of the day.
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This was Joseph’s first year in 
the U.S. He had liked math in 
Kenya. But it was dif ferent here. 
Everything was dif ferent here.
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The teacher called Joseph’s name. 

Joseph looked up. “Yes, sir?” 

“The principal wants to see you. 
Take this pass to the main office. 
You can leave your things here.”

pass: writ ten permission from a teacher allowing 
a student to leave the classroom; also known as 
a hall pass

principal: an educat ion professional who is in 
charge of a school
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Joseph walked to the front of the 
room. “Why does he want to see 
me?” His voice shook.

Mr. Park shrugged. “I don’t know. It 
might be about your attendance. 
You’ve been absent a lot lately.”

absent: not present at school

attendance: being present for class; 
teachers of ten check for at tendance 
at the beginning of each class per iod
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