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Level One
 All Wet	  My Lab 
 The Dig	  No Fun
 The Fog	  Gum 
 Fox Run	  Pigs 

Level Two
 The Bell	  Under the Wall
 Fuss	  The Well
 Miss You	  Cells 
 Play Ball	  Gems 

Level Three
 Blip	  The Rip 
 Clap for Me	  Swim, Ride, Run
 Fly Your Kites	  Drums 
 The Hive	  Hike 
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Do you like gum?
Many do.
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Gum is not new.
What is on this tree?
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That is sap.
It is like rubber.
Men would chew it.
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See this map?
The trees are found here.
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It was 1871.
A man got some sap.
He made gum.
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* Sight words are primarily from the Dolch PreK, K, and 1st grade word lists, with 
eleven words from the Dolch 2nd grade word list.

CVC WORDS
big
bin
bit
can
cut
did
fun
get
got
gum
him
hit
lab
man
map
men
mix
not
pop
ran
sap
tub
win

SIGHT WORDS*
a
all
are
at
away
best*
buy*
come

SIGHT WORDS*
do
for
found*
gave*
he
her
here
his
how
in
is
it
like
look
made*
many*
may
new
now
on
one
out
put
right*
see
she
some
that
the
then
these*
they
think

SIGHT WORDS*
this
to
up
want
was
well
went
what
which*
work*
would*
you

VOCABULARY WORDS
blow
chew
rubber
tree
wrapped

INFLECTIONAL  
ENDINGS

-s for nouns
 and verbs
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Level Four
 Blade  Her Flute
 Close Call  Spike!
 The Crate  Cranes 
 Crave  Smoke 

Level Five
 The Old Coat  Want Fries With That?
 The Plant  A Week on a Train
 Road Race  Life in the Sand Dunes 
 Spies  Nests 

Level Six
 The Chest on the Shelf  Signs
 Just Hang On  Space Rocks
 The Right Thing  Climb That! 
 Shrug It Off  Tech Chips 

DEVELOP [2]GO!
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Jade is with her dad.
They gaze at the wall.
On it sits a blade.
Gems dot the hilt.

3
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“Where is it from?” Jade asks.

4
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Her dad smiles. 
“The blade is old. 
I got it from my dad.
In time, it will pass to you.”

5
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“Tell me the tale,” Jade begs.

6
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“It takes place long ago.
Our ancestor was brave.
She rode out to face dangers.”
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WORDS WITH 
SHORT VOWEL 

SOUNDS
VC WORDS

at
in
it
on

CVC WORDS
beg
but
dad
did
dot
gem
got
hid
hit
nod
not
sit
yes
yet

CVCC WORDS
fall
kill
miss
pass
tell
wall
well
will

CCVC WORDS
grim
grin
spot
stop

CCVCC WORDS
skull

WORDS WITH 
LONG VOWEL 

SOUNDS
CV WORDS

be
me
no

CVCe WORDS
bite
came
cave
dove
face
gape
gaze
hate
huge
Jade
made
note 
rode
same
take
tale
time

CCVCe WORDS
blade
brave
broke
drove
place
smile
snake

y USED AS A VOWEL
my

INFLECTIONAL 
ENDINGS

-s FOR NOUNS 
& VERBS

Note: Base words are categorized 
by phonics pattern. 

SIGHT WORDS 
a
as
ask
been
black
could
do
fast
for
found
from
have
her
his
I

TwERL_Phonics_Develop_Blade_Int.indd   20TwERL_Phonics_Develop_Blade_Int.indd   20 4/21/23   8:32 AM4/21/23   8:32 AM



Level Four
 Blade  Her Flute
 Close Call  Spike!
 The Crate  Cranes 
 Crave  Smoke 

Level Five
 The Old Coat  Want Fries With That?
 The Plant  A Week on a Train
 Road Race  Life in the Sand Dunes 
 Spies  Nests 

Level Six
 The Chest on the Shelf  Signs
 Just Hang On  Space Rocks
 The Right Thing  Climb That! 
 Shrug It Off  Tech Chips 

DEVELOP [2]GO!
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Level Seven
 Far North  Trip to Mars
 Moose Tracks  The Vault
 New School Blues  Nurses 
 Shore Leave  Odd Sports 

Level Eight
 Crushed  Surfing Daydream
 Gold Coins  Toy Drive
 Her Gown  Coiled 
 The Lighthouse  Red Cloud 

Level Nine
 Better Now Than Never  Meatloaf for Dinner
 City Lights  The Poodle’s Collar
 Don’t Say I Can’t Play  Puzzle Makers 
 Jungle Jaunt  Shuttle to Space 

ISBN: 978-1-63889-366-0	

LEXILE HL110L 

DISCOVER [3]GO! DISCOVER [3]GO!

TwERL Phonics_L9_Shuttle to Space NF_Cvr.indd   1-2TwERL Phonics_L9_Shuttle to Space NF_Cvr.indd   1-2 1/22/24   11:02 AM1/22/24   11:02 AM

SAMPLE



“T minus 20 and counting.
All systems are go.”

“We are seconds away.
Liftoff!”

3
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It was a clear day.
The year was 1981. 
A space shuttle took off.
This was NASA’s first.

COLUMBIA

4
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Space travel was not new.
What happened next was.

1969

5
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Rockets came off.
These went down on sails.
Boats were waiting.
The rockets were saved.
This let them be used again.

6
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Something else was new.
The ship took a turn.
Then it landed like a plane.
It was reusable.

TANK

ORBITER

SOLID 
ROCKET 
BOOSTER

7
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Shuttles are used on land.
They go back and forth.
Many ride them.
Space shuttles did the same thing.
They gave rides to and from space.

8
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WORDS WITH 
SHORT VOWEL 

SOUNDS
VC WORDS

in
it
on
us

CVC WORDS
big
but
can
did
get
job
let
lot
not
run

VCC WORDS
(double consonant ending)

all
off

VCC WORDS
(final consonant blend)

and

VCCe WORDS
(middle consonant blend)

else

CVCC WORDS
(final consonant blend)

best
help 
land
last
next
test
went

CVCC WORDS
(final consonant digraph)

back
much

CVCC WORDS
(silent letter)

tech

CCVC WORDS
(initial consonant blend)

trip

CCVC WORDS
(initial consonant digraph)

ship
than
that
them
then
this

CCVCC WORDS
(initial & final consonant digraphs)

thing
which

WORDS WITH 
LONG VOWEL 

SOUNDS
CV WORDS

be
go
we 

VCe WORDS
use (noun)

CVV WORDS
day
may
see

CVCe WORDS
came
five
gave
life
like
made
make
ride
same
time

CVVC WORDS
boat
deep
goal
load
sail
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CCVCe WORDS
(initial consonant blend)

place
plane
space

CCVCe WORDS
(initial consonant digraph)

phone
these

CVCCC WORDS
(silent letters)

light

y USED AS A VOWEL
by

VOWEL 
DIGRAPHS WITH 

THEIR OWN 
SOUNDS

au & aw WORDS 
THAT MAKE THE 
SOUND IN dog

taught

oo WORDS  
THAT MAKE THE 
SOUND IN book

took

oo, ew, ue & ui 
WORDS THAT MAKE 
THE SOUND IN zoo

new
too

WORDS WITH 
r-CONTROLLED 

VOWELS
ar WORDS THAT MAKE 

THE SOUND IN car
are
Mars

ar & air WORDS  
THAT MAKE THE 

SOUND IN air
rare

er, ir, or & ur  
WORDS THAT MAKE 
THE SOUND IN bird

first
turn
work

er & ear WORDS 
THAT MAKE THE 

SOUND IN ear
clear
year

or & oar WORDS 
THAT MAKE THE 

SOUND IN for
forth

VOWEL 
DIPHTHONGS
ou & ow WORDS 
THAT MAKE THE 
SOUND IN cow

down
how
now

WORDS WITH 
THE SCHWA 

SOUND
SINGLE SYLLABLE 

WORDS
a
done
from
of
some
the
was

MULTISYLLABIC 
WORDS

(some words also in the 
multisyllabic VCV pattern list)

again
away
common
Dragon
happen
minus
NASA
orbit
rocket
second

TwERL_Phonics_Discover_Shuttle to Space_Int.indd   24TwERL_Phonics_Discover_Shuttle to Space_Int.indd   24 1/22/24   11:04 AM1/22/24   11:04 AM

SAMPLE



IM
M

U
N

E
P

R
E

F
IX

E
S

C
O

M
B

IN
E

D
 PA

T
T

E
R

N
S

 
C

O
L

L
E

C
T

IB
L

E
S

COMBINED PATTERNSCOMBINED PATTERNS



4



A man collects chewing gum. He has 
more than 13,000 packs. No two are 
the same.

5



Rubber ducks fill a woman’s house. She 
has close to 6,000. They line the walls.

6



A teen is into a band. She buys anything 
that’s related. Posters, mugs, and shirts 
fill her room.

7



These people are collectors. 
What inspires them? For many, 
it’s a treasure hunt. Each new 
find is a thrill.

8



Others have a fondness for old 
things. Collecting makes them 
feel like kids again.

9



Some collectibles are common. 
They’re liked by many. Stamps 
are big. Old coins are too. These 
have tons of fans.

10



11
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Others like unusual things. One man 
collects hair. It comes from celebrities.

Someone else likes back scratchers. 
He has over 600.

13
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Trucks line up at the border. Agents 
check them. Nothing looks suspicious. 
They let the trucks pass.

4



U.S.-Mexico Border Port of Entry

5
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Then an alert goes off. It’s from artificial 
intelligence. AI sees a pattern. A truck 
has been crossing at unusual times.

7



Agents search the truck. They 
find something. It’s hidden in the 
gas tank. There are hundreds of 
pounds of drugs.

8



9



Crime can happen anywhere. Can we 
deter it? Many try.

10



All agree on one thing. Nobody wants to
get caught. Fast detection helps. It lets 
others know. Crime does not pay.

11



Tech can help. Big cities use cams. These 
aren’t hidden. They’re in plain sight.

12



Why? This makes a statement. You won’t 
get away with it. Don’t even try.
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