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CHAPTER 1

Think of a poem. What comes to mind? Some
think of fancy words on a page. Others say it’s a

story that rhymes.

Some poems do tell a story. But they are different
from most tales. Stories have full sentences.
Grammar rules are followed. A poem doesn’t have

to stick to these rules.

Poems can have structure. Words make up

lines. Sets of lines are grouped. These are called
stanzas. Poets may use full sentences. But not all
do. Some do not even capitalize words. Poems

can be written in many forms.




Poetry has a long history. It has been around for ages.
Poems were only spoken at first. Words were not yet
written. People told stories instead. These were passed

on to others. That is how they lived on.

The Epic of Gilgamesh is the oldest known poem. It is more
than 5,000 years old. The poem was told to others. People

passed it on.

This poem told of a king. He was powerful. But he upset
the gods. The king was punished. His friend was killed by
the gods. The king was haunted by death. Living forever
became his goal. But he lost. There was a message. No

one lives forever.

Enkidu being tempted
by Ishtar in the Epic of
Gilgamesh
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Tablet piece of the
Epic of Gilgamesh

Fast Fact

The original author
of the Epic of
Gilgamesh is

unknown.

Many years went by. Writing was developed. Then the
Epic of Gilgamesh was written. There was no paper. Clay
tablets were used. Then they were lost. Thousands of
years passed. The tablets were found. That was how the

poem lived on.

Poetry began long ago. But times have changed. Poems
have too. Are they still important? Some say yes. Poems

may help us see our world in new ways.



POAETTSRY o

Poetry is an art form that
began thousands of years
ago. From short, playful
limericks to long, dramatic
epics, poetry has helped
shape language and culture

around the world.
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