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CHAPTER 1
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It is a crisp October day in Columbus, Ohio.
Football is the game. Ohio State University (OSU)
plays Penn State. The game flies by. OSU leads.
The score is 42 to 7. A whistle sounds for halftime.

Players run off the field.

Fans stand up to stretch. Some go to get drinks.
Others buy food. Then the loudspeaker crackles.
A voice shouts. “Grab a box of popcorn! We're

going to the movies!”




A big red O marks the middle of OSU’s field. Someone
runs into the O. He waves a baton in the air. Band
members fill the field. They form marching lines.

Instruments roar to life.

All heads turn to look. The marching lines start changing.
They form a shape. Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No. It is a
man. He wears a cape. Instruments make up his body.
Each leg is a set of trombones. Drums form his head.

Flutes make his cape. The body starts to move. A song

plays. It is from Superman.




Across the field is a skyscraper. It is made of tubas. The

building is falling. Superman dashes toward it. His cape
lifts him. He flies across the field. With a single bound, he

rescues the falling building. The crowd cheers.

Then the scene shifts. Shapes change. Bodies move. They
form a volcano. It is Mount Doom. Music from The Lord of
the Rings plays. Figures shift again. The shape turns into

a broom. Someone flies across the field. It is a quidditch
player. He catches a golden bird. The song is from Harry
Potter.
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Fast Fact 4

A typical marching band
field performance lasts five
to ten minutes. At OSU, band
members practice music and

movements for up to
Next, the broom grows 30 hours per week during

hind legs. It sprouts a football season.
tail. A T. rex roars. The

tune changes again. It is from

Jurassic Park. Finally, two ships form. They raise flags.

Cannons fire. One ship blasts the other. Smoke fills the

air. The theme is Pirates of the Caribbean.



All eyes are on the field now.

Ears are tuned in. The crowd #

is dazzled. But few stop to Fast Fact

ESPN analysts measured
the heart rates of marching

look closer. Each dot on

the field is a musician. band performers. They found

Learning each instrument LB 9 (02 T2 SiE 25
athletes running an

takes years of work. Months 800-meter dash.

of practice go into every
move. The result is a work of art.

It is a show of strength. Behind it is the hidden world of

the marching band. But many don’'t know the whole story.




A BLUE DELTA BOOKS'

NONFICTION

> ’ '{!”
ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE

\K‘ X

o @'
MAKEUP
ARTISTRY

r
y 7

I . /

978163889T564

\+)
. QQ\
: "(g ==
b | 3

ASTROBIOLOGY

IVIAIQCHING
BAND

9781638891949
\ A )
@" 0 falai
\ _ ® =
=7
i

) &

978163889]970

\‘. i
‘é I |
ke Sy

THE BATTLE OF
THE LITTLE  /
BIGHORN |

—— @

x MEN

~O

o::

puvd

o~
w
[+ Z ais
® J
o i
N

[

(=]

N

PATTERNS OF
MOTION .

9781638892540




. (EEEE
e
PICKLEBALL

I°8
.

~9781638892526

——

‘{“:ﬁ' @0\
s‘l.t ) a
A SR

o
S CV£
U PRIONS

2 & i
%&3 F:, ey
=
re
,ﬁi} anrsomemere 7

- P
s o) P ;,7; .

> SPORTS |

Lo LAW
g <=

N
9781638891925
iy G4

ﬁ‘- EMILY SCHLESINGER

9781638892519

& .

: 3 N
il LA £
TTIG  R
Ul e <) ol
Il pUL S—

PLASTI
& ARTS

1’ N

! i{ s
/'1.

9781638892557

AN
B 5
4 ROGUE g
AW WAVES &

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

9781638891932

S ’ @
POETR

N&
\, - «

9781638891987

:-;/;_, 569
"TRACK AND

FIELD
(a =58
-~
/
9781638891956

MORE TITLES
COMING SOON

sdlback.com/blue-delta-nonfiction



SPORTS

MARCHING
BAND

In just minutes, Superman
saves a falling skyscraper, a
volcano erupts, and a T. rex
struts across a football field.
It seems almost anything is
possible during a marching
band performance. Players

and band directors spend

hours preparing for these
energetic shows. Every move

is refined, and each note is
pitch perfect. All the hard work

comes together for an iconic

performance.
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