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Malala Yousafzai was 11 and living in the Swat Valley in

Pakistan with her family when this photo was taken in
March 2009.



https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/malala-yousafzai-lives-in-the-swat-valley-with-her-family-news-photo/153853270?adppopup=true

CHAPTER 1

Who Is Malala Yousafzai?

It was December 2008. An announcement came
over the radio. “After the 15th of January, no girl,
whether big or little, shall go to school,’ it said.

Malala Yousafzai (mah-LAH-lah yoo-sahf-ZIGH)
couldn’t believe her ears. The 11-year-old wondered
if it was possible. Could one person really stop all

girls from going to school?

At the time, Malala didn’t know she would become
a famous activist. By her 16th birthday, people
around the world would recognize her by her first
name. Millions would hear her message. Some
would try to silence her. But in that moment, she
wanted only one thing. It was to continue going

to school.



Malala was born in Pakistan. When she was ten, her world
was turned upside down. An armed group took control
of her village. The group is called the Taliban. It has

rules.

Many adults were afraid to the Taliban. But
Malala wasn’t. Soon after the group arrived, she gave her
first speech. This was at a school assembly. Then she wrote
about life under the Taliban for a news blog. Malala used a

fake name to do this. It was for her safety.

Eventually, the Taliban found out who Malala was. They
ordered her to stop. Her life was .But she
continued to speak out. Education was important to her.

She wouldn't give up.

Then tragedy struck. When Malala was 15, a man got on
her school bus. He shot Malala in the head. She survived.

Her recovery was hard. Still, she kept fighting.


https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/pakistani-hospital-workers-carry-injured-malala-yousafzai-news-photo/153796420?adppopup=true
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/armed-pakistani-militants-loyal-to-pro-taliban-cleric-news-photo/77757738?adppopup=true

Armed Pakistani militants stood at a police station in Matta in the Swat
District on November 6, 2007.

Pakistani hospital workers carried 15-year-old Malala on a stretcher
after she was shot.



https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/pakistani-hospital-workers-carry-injured-malala-yousafzai-news-photo/153796420?adppopup=true
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/armed-pakistani-militants-loyal-to-pro-taliban-cleric-news-photo/77757738?adppopup=true
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On a 2012 flight, a Pakistani airplane
passenger read a local newspaper that
featured a story about Malala.
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President Barack Obama, First Lady Michelle Obama, and
their daughter Malia met with Malala in the Oval Office of
the White House on October 11, 2013.
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https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-malala-yousafzai-on-the-cover-of-time-magazine-on-shelves-at-wh-smith-56241844.html?pv=1&stamp=2&imageid=D0BCB2C5-C543-45E2-A531-63637F037430&p=5793&n=6&orientation=0&pn=1&searchtype=0&IsFromSearch=1&srch=foo%3Dbar%26st%3D0%26sortby%3D3%26qt%3DMalala%26qt_raw%3DMalala%26qn%3D%26lic%3D3%26edrf%3D0%26mr%3D0%26pr%3D0%26aoa%3D1%26creative%3D%26videos%3D%26nu%3D%26ccc%3D%26bespoke%3D%26apalib%3D%26ag%3D0%26hc%3D0%26et%3D0x000000000000000000000%26vp%3D0%26loc%3D0%26ot%3D0%26imgt%3D0%26dtfr%3D%26dtto%3D%26size%3D0xFF%26blackwhite%3D%26cutout%3D%26archive%3D1%26name%3D%26groupid%3D%26pseudoid%3D13080%26userid%3D%26id%3D%26a%3D%26xstx%3D0%26cbstore%3D1%26resultview%3DsortbyRelevant%26lightbox%3D%26gname%3D%26gtype%3D%26apalic%3D%26tbar%3D1%26pc%3D%26simid%3D%26cap%3D1%26customgeoip%3DUS%26vd%3D0%26cid%3D%26pe%3D%26so%3D%26lb%3D%26pl%3D0%26plno%3D%26fi%3D0%26langcode%3Den%26upl%3D0%26cufr%3D%26cuto%3D%26howler%3D%26cvrem%3D0%26cvtype%3D0%26cvloc%3D0%26cl%3D0%26upfr%3D%26upto%3D%26primcat%3D%26seccat%3D%26cvcategory%3D*%26restriction%3D%26collectiontype%3D%26random%3D1654841215066%26ispremium%3D1%26flip%3D0%26contributorqt%3D%26plgalleryno%3D%26plpublic%3D0%26viewaspublic%3D0%26isplcurate%3D0%26imageurl%3D%26saveQry%3D%26editorial%3D%26t%3D0%26filters%3D0
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/pakistani-passenger-reads-a-local-newspaper-featuring-news-news-photo/153852804?adppopup=true
https://www.alamy.com/us-president-barack-obama-first-lady-michelle-obama-and-their-daughter-image61538765.html?pv=1&stamp=2&imageid=4F16684D-B1CE-42E1-BE58-A61A542C2E11&p=142401&n=0&orientation=0&pn=1&searchtype=0&IsFromSearch=1&srch=foo%3Dbar%26st%3D0%26sortby%3D3%26qt%3DMalala%2520Yousafzai%26qt_raw%3DMalala%2520Yousafzai%26qn%3D%26lic%3D3%26edrf%3D0%26mr%3D0%26pr%3D0%26aoa%3D1%26creative%3D%26videos%3D%26nu%3D%26ccc%3D%26bespoke%3D%26apalib%3D%26ag%3D0%26hc%3D0%26et%3D0x000000000000000000000%26vp%3D0%26loc%3D0%26ot%3D0%26imgt%3D0%26dtfr%3D%26dtto%3D%26size%3D0xFF%26blackwhite%3D%26cutout%3D%26archive%3D1%26name%3D%26groupid%3D%26pseudoid%3D%26userid%3D%26id%3D%26a%3D%26xstx%3D0%26cbstore%3D1%26resultview%3DsortbyRelevant%26lightbox%3D%26gname%3D%26gtype%3D%26apalic%3D%26tbar%3D1%26pc%3D%26simid%3D%26cap%3D1%26customgeoip%3DUS%26vd%3D0%26cid%3D%26pe%3D%26so%3D%26lb%3D%26pl%3D0%26plno%3D%26fi%3D0%26langcode%3Den%26upl%3D0%26cufr%3D%26cuto%3D%26howler%3D%26cvrem%3D0%26cvtype%3D0%26cvloc%3D0%26cl%3D0%26upfr%3D%26upto%3D%26primcat%3D%26seccat%3D%26cvcategory%3D*%26restriction%3D%26collectiontype%3D%26random%3D%26ispremium%3D1%26flip%3D0%26contributorqt%3D%26plgalleryno%3D%26plpublic%3D0%26viewaspublic%3D0%26isplcurate%3D0%26imageurl%3D%26saveQry%3D%26editorial%3D%26t%3D0%26filters%3D0

Today, Malala is an activist. The young woman

for a free, safe education for all girls. She has earned many
awards. Her story has been in magazines and newspapers.
Crowds gather to hear her speak. Malala has met many
famous people too. Queen Elizabeth of England is one.

Former president Barack Obama is another.

Malala stands up for what she believes in. It almost cost
the activist her life. But she won't be silenced. “One child,
one teacher, one pen, and one book can change the world,”

she said.


https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-malala-yousafzai-on-the-cover-of-time-magazine-on-shelves-at-wh-smith-56241844.html?pv=1&stamp=2&imageid=D0BCB2C5-C543-45E2-A531-63637F037430&p=5793&n=6&orientation=0&pn=1&searchtype=0&IsFromSearch=1&srch=foo%3Dbar%26st%3D0%26sortby%3D3%26qt%3DMalala%26qt_raw%3DMalala%26qn%3D%26lic%3D3%26edrf%3D0%26mr%3D0%26pr%3D0%26aoa%3D1%26creative%3D%26videos%3D%26nu%3D%26ccc%3D%26bespoke%3D%26apalib%3D%26ag%3D0%26hc%3D0%26et%3D0x000000000000000000000%26vp%3D0%26loc%3D0%26ot%3D0%26imgt%3D0%26dtfr%3D%26dtto%3D%26size%3D0xFF%26blackwhite%3D%26cutout%3D%26archive%3D1%26name%3D%26groupid%3D%26pseudoid%3D13080%26userid%3D%26id%3D%26a%3D%26xstx%3D0%26cbstore%3D1%26resultview%3DsortbyRelevant%26lightbox%3D%26gname%3D%26gtype%3D%26apalic%3D%26tbar%3D1%26pc%3D%26simid%3D%26cap%3D1%26customgeoip%3DUS%26vd%3D0%26cid%3D%26pe%3D%26so%3D%26lb%3D%26pl%3D0%26plno%3D%26fi%3D0%26langcode%3Den%26upl%3D0%26cufr%3D%26cuto%3D%26howler%3D%26cvrem%3D0%26cvtype%3D0%26cvloc%3D0%26cl%3D0%26upfr%3D%26upto%3D%26primcat%3D%26seccat%3D%26cvcategory%3D*%26restriction%3D%26collectiontype%3D%26random%3D1654841215066%26ispremium%3D1%26flip%3D0%26contributorqt%3D%26plgalleryno%3D%26plpublic%3D0%26viewaspublic%3D0%26isplcurate%3D0%26imageurl%3D%26saveQry%3D%26editorial%3D%26t%3D0%26filters%3D0
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Growing up in Pakistan, Malala
Yousafzai's life was turned
upside down by the Taliban. It
forbade girls her age from going
to school, but Malala refused to
accept this. Speaking out nearly
cost the young activist her life.
Still, she didn’t give up. Today,
Malala continues to fight for a
free, safe education for all girls

around the world.
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