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JACKIE ROBINSON

The year wag 1947. In Ebbets Field in Brooklyn, one black man
stood alone at first bage—the firgt African American ever to
play basgeball in the major leagues.
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IN HIS TEN YEARS
WITH THE BROOKLYN DODGERS,
JACKIE ROBINSON
BROKE THE COLOR BARRIER
AND CHANGED
THE SPORTS WORLD.




Jack Roogevelt
Robingon

wag born in a
sharecropper’s

cabin in Georgia
on January 31,

He's a fine
boy, Mallie!

Bless him! [ just pray
he has a chance to
make something of
his life!

disappeared.

A few monthg later, Jackie’s father

He's just run
away and left his
family behind.

[ don’t know
where he is!

[ don’t
believe it!
think you do
know!

A few monthg
later ...

How would you
like to move

to California?
My brother
Burton writes
that it’s like the
Promised Land!

Get out of my house and off
my land! I'll keep your share of
the crop for damages!

V= 4
Sad and angry, Mallie Robinson

moved her family away, with no
pay for the past year’s work.




3

JACKIE ROBINSON

_—

Here it comes,
children, the
freedom train!

]CBut.fin P?sad?na, Now children, mind
ali ornla, thligs your aunt while [ go _
were not muc : . .
out to find aJ_ob. 3 —

better at first.
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oo : [ wonder if '
;;g:ets:"ﬁl zhs'i you could That's what we
| help me. are here for!

in here.




A little later, Mrs. Robinson
returned home.

Mallie! I didn't
know you in
those clothes!

Welfare gave
them to me—

and clothes for
the children,

Best of all they gave me a grocery
order. And money to help with the
rent! And [ got a job!

Later, Mrs.
Robingon’s
gister died.

Willa Mae, [
have to work.
There’s no one
to look after
Jackie. You'll
have to take
him to school
with you.

But at ¢chool ...

But Willa Mae, you can't bring
your brother to school! He's too
little! He can't even talk!
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The next day, Mrs. Robingon went to
gchool with the children.

|
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['d rather work than
ask welfare for
more money. But |
can’'t work if [ have
to stay home with

Could Willa Mae just leave
Jackie in the sandbox
everyday? He's a good boy.
He won’t bother anybody!

All right Mrs. Robinson, go
to work and don’t worry.
We'll look after Jackie.

Thank you!

So Jackie spent hig Willa Mae,
firet school year in there’s a
the sandbox. storm coming.

Bring Jackie
inside!




Later, he went | Jackie's gonna He is not! Gosh, I don’t
to school be on our He’s gonna be know ...

on his own team. Aren’t on our team!

and found he you, Jackie? How about it,

wag good at Jackl?

bageball.

' Jackie’s mother
If | th [
you play wi All right! worked hard,

gz}'migha;lsspllt \ / but che still
with you! = could not buy
e g enough food to
5. : ' feed her hungry
(N % family. They did
&2\ (R 7 what they could
X j = to help.

Jackie had a .. and shined shoes ... - and helped a
paper route ... gardener.
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Mama! Mama!
've got a

dollar for you!

Thank you, son. You
know every dollar
helps! But I want
you to save enough
money so you can go
through school.

But he did
not work all
the time.

Hey, man, we're
the Pepper Street
Gang. You wanna
join?

Sure! What Swipe golf balls,
do y(;u do? throw mud at cars,

anything we can
think of!

The gang
had trouble
with the
police.

Look at that!
Mud all over
my windshield.

You kids will wind up
in reform school if you
don’t watch out!




way to spend hig

But in high school,
Jackie found a better

. When he graduated in 1937, he had won
a letter in each of four gsports.

| Angeles.

He won athletic
scholarshipsg to
pay his expenses
to Pagadena Junior
College and then
to the University
of California, Log

Yaaaaaaaaaaay,
Robinson!

Again at

UCLA, he won
a letter in four

gsports—the

firet student to

ever do <o.
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Algo, he met a young lady.

Soon they were great friends.

Rae, [ want you

to meet Jackie
Robinson. Jackie,
this is Rachel Isum.

It's funny ... And it's

[ can tell you funny, but
anything and before [
you understand met you, [
it, even if you thought you
disagree! were just

a stuck-up
football

Then, before
he finiched
hig last
college year,
Jackie wag
offered a job.

But Jackie, you
should finish

college and get
your degree.

[t is the kind of
job that I want
working with young
people. And [ want
to help you. You've
been working hard
ever since [ can
remember!

But in a few
monthg, World
War II broke

out in Europe.

You're a great
athlete. Can't you
getajobasa
professional?

Jackie’s
government
job wasg

cancelled.
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”_-Iln
25

| I

No major football,
baseball, or
basketball clubs
hire black players!
But [ have been
offered a job
with the Honolulu




He went to Honolulu.
On weekends he played
football with the Bears.

During the week he worked at a
congtruction job near Pearl Harbor.

What are these Ammunition
things we're shelters.
building? Guess they're
E expecting
trouble.

The football seagon ended. On
December 5, 1941, Jackie gailed
for home. Two dayg later ...

The Japanese have
bombed Pearl Harbor,
and the United States

is at warl We hope to
reach port safely, but
we are passing out

- = < life jackets.
"' & ~ ; b J
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At home Lieutenant Robinson, Yes. sirl
again, Jackie report to the 761st Tank i

wag goon in
the army.

Battalion at Fort Hood,

He went
to officer’s
training
gschool and
became a
lieutenant.






