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Venice is the famous Italian City built along canals* bordered** with 

beautiful homes. Many years ago, late at night, two men were walking 

together.

You are a strange 

man, Iago! you say 

you hate Othello, the 

general you serve so 

well?

Yes, Roderigo, 

I do.

Othello had first 

come as a soldier 

from another 

country to serve 

the people of 

Venice. Since then 

he had become a 

great hero.

* man-made waterways
** set along the side of something
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Even though I am a better soldier, 

he chose Michael Cassio to be his 

next in command!

So now I am only one of his 

officers instead of a real 

leader. I hate Othello for this!

Well, I wouldn’t 

continue to 

serve him if I 

felt that way.

Oh, but I have a plan, 

Roderigo. In serving him, I 

will really be taking care 

of myself! He will pay 

dearly for this.

And now the mischief starts! Here 

is Signior* Brabantio’s house—let 

us wake him and let him know 

that his daughter has been taken 

away!

Signior Brabantio! Signior 

Brabantio!

* a title given to a noble (and usually rich) Italian citizen
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What is the meaning of all this noise 

at this hour of the night?

Your daughter, 

Desdemona, has 

been stolen away by 

Othello, the Moor!*

What, have you 

lost your wits? 

Who are you?

I am 

Roderigo.

I have told you before that my 

daughter is not for you! You will 

be punished for this trick!

Sir, check 

Desdemona’s 

room. If your 

daughter is 

inside, then 

punish me any 

way that you 

choose!

Servants! Bring 

me a light!

* a person from the northern part of Africa
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While Brabantio went to look for 

his daughter, Iago made other 

plans.

Brabantio was even more upset 

when he returned.

I must leave now 

so that Othello 

doesn’t know I’ve 

had any part of 

this.

She is gone! 

Roderigo, tell 

me, are they 

married?

I think so, sir!

Then help me, 

Roderigo! I will get 

my soldiers and we 

will look for them.

Meanwhile, Iago hurried to Othello and 

told him that his life was in danger.

I wanted to kill 

Brabantio for the 

bad things he said 

about you!

It’s good that 

you didn’t, 

Iago. I love 

his daughter 

Desdemona, and 

I think that he 

will come to 

see my side of 

things.
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Just then Cassio 

arrived with a 

message.

The Duke of Venice is calling for you, General 

Othello. There is trouble with the Turks in 

Cyprus*. The Senate** is meeting now.

Here comes Senator 

Brabantio! Be careful, 

Othello!

Good Signior 

Brabantio, this 

is no time for 

fighting!

You have 

taken away my 

daughter with 

your magic! I 

will have you 

punished!

I will be glad 

to talk to 

you about 

this later. 

But now I 

must meet 

with the Duke.

This is true, 

Signior. I am 

sure that 

you have 

also been 

sent for. 

This late at 

night? Well, 

let us go.

* an island in the Mediterranean Sea near Turkey
** a group of men elected to help govern a state or country

IS_Othello_Int.indd   13IS_Othello_Int.indd   13 11/22/24   1:21 PM11/22/24   1:21 PM



14

Meanwhile, the 

duke and his 

advisOrs were 

waiting for 

Othello.

Sir, the reports 

all say that a 

fleet of ships 

from Turkey is 

headed for Cyprus.

Brave Othello, we 

beg you to sail for 

Cyprus right away!

Dear Sir, forgive 

me. I have not 

come about this 

business, but about 

a personal problem. 

It concerns* my 

daughter!

Why, what is the 

matter?

Is she 

dead?

* has something to do with
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She is as 

good as 

dead to me. 

She has been 

stolen away 

by magic.

Whoever has 

done this will be  

punished—even if 

it should by my 

own son!

I thank you, sir! Here is the 

man, this Moor!

Othello, what do you have to say?

It is true that I have 

married this man’s 

daughter—and that I 

love her.

But I beg you, send for 

Desdemona and let her 

tell you whether I used 

magic to win her love.

Bring Desdemona 

here!

IS_Othello_Int.indd   15IS_Othello_Int.indd   15 11/22/24   1:21 PM11/22/24   1:21 PM



16

Good Iago, Please 

go for Desdemona. 

Until she comes, I 

will tell my part of 

the story.

Tell us 

Othello.

Many times Brabantio, her father, 

invited me to his house. He always 

asked me questions about my life 

and the battles I have fought all 

over the world.

Desdemona listened 

as often as she 

could. Her eyes, as 

they looked upon 

me, began to show 

her love.

I think my very own 

daughter would 

have done the same.

Please hear 

Desdemona 

speak. Come, 

child, tell this 

group about 

the person you 

should most 

obey.
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My good father, I will always 

respect you. But now my duty 

is to my husband, just as my 

mother’s was to you.

That’s enough for me. Othello, my 

daughter is yours. Now let us get on 

with our problems with Turkey.

Othello, you must sail at 

once for Cyprus to protect it 

from the Turks.

I will sir. But I will 

need a place for 

Desdemona to stay.

Oh, Yes! I want to 

go with my husband!

I shall leave it to you, Othello. 

But you must leave tonight.

I will entrust* 

my wife to good 

Iago. He and his 

wife Emilia will 

bring Desdemona 

to Cyprus.

* place something or someone in another’s care
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Goodbye, 

Othello.

Watch out for her, Moor! 

If she has deceived* her 

father, she may also  

deceive you!

No, she is faithful to me. Come, 

Desdemona, we have only a little 

time left to spend together.

Soon no one was left but Iago 

and Roderigo.

I suffer too 

much when I see 

Desdemona’s love 

for Othello! I 

think I will drown 

myself.

Come, be 

a man! A 

man would 

never 

drown 

himself 

for love!

* fooled, tricked
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