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When shall we 

meet again?
When the fighting 

is over.

Then we will meet 

with Macbeth.

In a lonely spot in Scotland, three witches met to make their 

evil plans. Around their cauldron,* they spoke of going to see 

Macbeth, a great general** who was at that moment fighting in a 

war against Norway.

* a large kettle
** an army officer of the highest rank
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Many miles away, king 

Duncan of Scotland 

was in an army camp.

It is hard to believe that some 

people would turn against 

their own king!

Good king Duncan was joined 

by his two sons, Malcolm and 

Donalbain.

Also at the king’s side was a 

nobleman* named Lennox and many 

royal attendants.**

* a man of high rank, often an advisor to the king
** members of a king’s court
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A bleeding man was brought to 

him from the field of Battle.

This is the sergeant* who fought 

to keep me from being captured.**

Tell my father about 

the battle, friend!

For a long time it 

seemed that the enemy 

and the king’s forces 

were equally matched.

“Neither army could win against 

the other.”

* an officer
** taken away by the enemy
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“Macdonwald, who led the enemy, added 

some Irish foot soldiers to his forces.”

“It seemed that the 

enemy might now 

begin to win over 

the army headed 

by Macbeth and 

Banquo.”

“But brave Macbeth charged* and killed everyone in his path.”

* went forward into battle
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“As he fought, Macbeth finally 

came upon Macdonwald.”

“Raising his sword high in the air, 

Macbeth brought it down on the 

rebel’s* chest.”

“Then he chopped off 

Macdonwald’s head.”

“Without a leader, the rebels 

retreated.** Macbeth had won the 

battle!”

* a person who fights against the leaders of his own country
** moved back or away



14

“Then he went to a 

nearby castle to 

rest. While there, he 

put Macdonwald’s 

head on the castle 

wall to strike fear 

into the rebels’ 

hearts.

“Meanwhile, king Sweno of Norway arrived with more soldiers.”

“General Macbeth and 

Banquo marched ahead 

of their army to meet 

the new charge.”
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Macbeth

After encountering three witches, the warrior 

Macbeth waits to see if their predictions come 

true. Stung by ambition, Macbeth is persuaded 

by his conniving wife that the fastest way to fulfi ll 

the prophecy is to murder the king, which sets 

off  a disastrous chain of events. As the tragedy 

unfolds, Macbeth’s decisions lead to more ruin. 

He returns to the witches and believes that 

his future is secure—but is he interpreting the 

premonitions correctly?
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