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William Shakespeare was baptized on April 26, 1564, in Stratford-
on-Avon, England, the third child of John Shakespeare, a well-to-do 
merchant, and Mary Arden, his wife. Young William probably attended 
the Stratford grammar school, where he learned English, Greek, 
and a great deal of Latin. Historians aren’t sure of the exact date of 
Shakespeare’s birth.

In 1582, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway. By 1583 the couple 
had a daughter, Susanna, and two years later the twins, Hamnet and 
Judith. Somewhere between 1585 and 1592 Shakespeare went to 
London, where he became first an actor and then a playwright. His 
acting company, The King’s Men, appeared most often in the Globe 
theater, a part of which Shakespeare himself owned. 

In all, Shakespeare is believed to have written thirty-seven plays, several 
nondramatic poems, and a number of sonnets. In 1611 when he left 
the active life of the theater, he returned to Stratford and became a 
country gentleman, living in the second-largest house in town. For fi e 
years he lived a quiet life. Then, on April 23, 1616, William Shakespeare 
died and was buried in Trinity Church in Stratford. From his own time 
to the present, Shakespeare is considered one of the greatest writers 
of the English-speaking world.
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When shall we 

meet again?
When the fighting 

is over.

Then we will meet 

with Macbeth.

In a lonely spot in Scotland, three witches met to make their 

evil plans. Around their cauldron,* they spoke of going to see 

Macbeth, a great general** who was at that moment fighting in a 

war against Norway.

* a large kettle
** an army officer of the highest rank



12

Many miles away, king 

Duncan of Scotland 

was in an army camp.

It is hard to believe that some 

people would turn against 

their own king!

Good king Duncan was joined 

by his two sons, Malcolm and 

Donalbain.

Also at the king’s side was a 

nobleman* named Lennox and many 

royal attendants.**

* a man of high rank, often an advisor to the king
** members of a king’s court
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A bleeding man was brought to 

him from the field of Battle.

This is the sergeant* who fought 

to keep me from being captured.**

Tell my father about 

the battle, friend!

For a long time it 

seemed that the enemy 

and the king’s forces 

were equally matched.

“Neither army could win against 

the other.”

* an office
** taken away by the enemy
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“Macdonwald, who led the enemy, added 

some Irish foot soldiers to his forces.”

“It seemed that the 

enemy might now 

begin to win over 

the army headed 

by Macbeth and 

Banquo.”

“But brave Macbeth charged* and killed everyone in his path.”

* went forward into battle
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“As he fought, Macbeth finally 

came upon Macdonwald.”

“Raising his sword high in the air, 

Macbeth brought it down on the 

rebel’s* chest.”

“Then he chopped off Macdon-

wald’s head.”

“Without a leader, the rebels 

retreated.** Macbeth had won the 

battle!”

* a person who fights against the leaders of his own countr
** moved back or away
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“Then he went to a 

nearby castle to 

rest. While there, 

he put Macdon-

wald’s head on 

the castle wall to 

strike fear into 

the rebels’ hearts.

“Meanwhile, king Sweno of Norway arrived with more soldiers.”

“General Macbeth and 

Banquo marched ahead 

of their army to meet 

the new charge.”
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But the brave sergeant could not 

finish his story.

Forgive me, King 

Duncan, but I fear 

I will faint. I can 

talk no more.

Your wounds* must be looked 

after. My men will take you to 

the doctor.

Just then two 

noblemen, Ross 

and Angus, 

arrived. King 

Duncan was 

eager** to hear 

what news they 

brought.

Where have you 

come from?

From the fighting near 

Fife. Many men were sent 

against Macbeth and his 

army by king Sweno.

* injuries, cuts and gashes received while fightin
** anxious, looking forward to
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“King Sweno was helped by the 

Thane of Cawdor.* He turned 

traitor** to Scotland and 

fought with the Norwegians 

against us.”

“Again it seemed as if we 

would lose.”

“Then General Macbeth and 

good Banquo turned the 

tide of Battle in our favor. 

King Sweno and the rebels 

were beaten.”

* a Scottish title given to a trusted nobleman
** a person who joins forces with an enemy to fight against his own country
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That is good 

news, Ross. The 

war is over.

I will sign a treaty** with King 

Sweno. But the thane of Cawdor 

must be executed** for being a 

traitor.

Macbeth must be rewarded for his good work. 

I will make him the new Thane of Cawdor.

I’ll go and tell 

Macbeth about 

this at once.

* a paper signed to end a war
** killed according to the law
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Meanwhile, now that 

the fighting was over, 

the three witches 

waited to speak with 

Macbeth as he left 

the Battle.

Crossing 

the heath,* 

macbeth 

and banquo 

came upon 

the witches.

What are you? Speak 

if you can!

Hail,** Macbeth, Thane of 

Glamis!

Hail, Macbeth, Thane of 

Cawdor!
Hail, Macbeth, 

the next King 

of Scotland!

* a stretch of marsh land covered with grass and low bushes
** a greeting




