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Lear, the aging king, decides to relinquish his 

throne and divide his kingdom evenly among his 

three daughters as determined by their affi rmations 

of love. Enraged and disappointed over daughter 

Cordelia’s declaration, he banishes her and divides 

his kingdom equally between her two sisters. Jealousy 

and pride consume the two as they seek to control 

the kingdom. Treachery and betrayal lead to tragedy 

as the king slowly loses his grip on reality.
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Nearly two thousand years ago, old King Lear ruled Britain. He had 

three daughters: Goneril, Regan, and Cordelia.

Lear had always been a man who acted without thinking things 

through. Because of this, he was about to make one of the biggest 

mistakes of his life.
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One day in the 

palace, the Earls 

of Kent and of 

gloucester were 

talking.

I thought the king liked Goneril’s husband, 

the duke of Albany, Better than the duke of 

Cornwall who’s married to Regan.

I always 

thought so.

But now that 

he is going 

to divide his 

kingdom, he’ll 

give an equal 

share to each 

of them.

I see!

Is not this 

your son?

Yes, 

though I 

was once 

ashamed 

to admit* it.

* say that something is so
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I don’t  

understand.

Why, his 

mother had 

a son be-

fore she had 

a husband! 

But that was 

a long time 

ago.

You must be 

proud of him now!

Oh, yes. I have 

a legal* son, a 

year older than 

this one—and I 

love them both.

Edmund, this 

is the duke of 

Kent, a good 

friend.

I am happy to 

meet you, sir.

Listen! The King 

is coming.

* according to the law
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At the sound of 

trumpets, King 

Lear entered 

with his court.

The King of 

France and the 

duke of Burgun-

dy are outside, 

Gloucester. 

Bring them in.

I will sir.
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Without waiting 

for his visi-

tors, the old 

King made his 

announcement.*

I am old and 

tired of the 

troubles 

of ruling a 

Kingdom.

I want to give up my throne 

and let my daughters rule!

Look at this map. I’ve di-

vided my kingdom into three 

parts. The daughter who 

says she loves me the most 

shall have the largest part.

* a statement made before a group of people
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Goneril, you are 

the oldest. What 

do you say?

Dear Father, I love 

you more than 

words can say!

More than my eyes. . . more than 

my health. . . more than life itself!

I love you as much 

as any child ever

loved a father!
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I am pleased! I will 

give you and your 

children all the rich 

land between these 

lines on the map.

Thank you, dear 

father.

Then King Lear turned to 

his second daughter.

Now our dearest 

Regan, wife of the 

Duke of Cornwall. . . 

what do you say?

I feel as 

my sister 

does.

She describes* 

my love for you 

exactly—but she 

says too little.

Nothing else in the world 

means anything to me com-

pared** to my father’s love!

* explains, shows, tells about
** showing how two things are alike or different
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But Cordelia, 

the King’s 

youngest 

daughter, 

was unhappy 

at what her 

sisters said.

What do I do? I 

love my father 

more than they do.

But I can’t speak of 

my love. I can’t lie and 

flatter* him, as they do.

If my father 

doesn’t know

that I love him, 

then I can’t help 

it!

* make someone think he is better than he really is




