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It was a holiday in the city of Rome. Crowds of people cheered the 

return of Julius Caesar who had won a battle in Spain.
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But not everyone 

was happy. Two 

government officials,* 

Flavius and MarUllus, 

tried to send away 

some of the crowds.

Go home 

you lazy 

men!

Why are you 

here in holiday 

clothes 

instead of 

working in 

your shops?

Why, sir. . . I 

am a good 

shoemaker! 

but today I 

came out to 

see Caesar 

and celebrate 

with him.

For shame! He 

did not fight a 

foreign** enemy, 

but the sons of a 

great Roman— Pompey.

Pompey, who 

FOUght to 

keep Caesar 

from making 

himself 

ruler of 

Rome! 

Pompey, 

whom you 

have often 

cheered 

for in 

these very 

streets!

How many times have you waited all day just to cheer 

Pompey as he passed by? Now you dress up to cheer the 

man who shed Pompey’s blood!

* those whose jobs involve the running of a city, state, or country
** from another country
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That day 

happened TO be a 

yearly holiday to 

honor the god 

Lupercus.* there 

was to be a foot 

race, and people 

had decorated 

all the statues in 

the city.

We must remove 

these decorations. 

They are an insult  

to the memory of 

Pompey!

Are we allowed to do 

that? After alL it is 

the feast of Lupercal!

We don’t need such things 

to remind us of what Caesar 

has done. Before we know it, 

he will make himself king!

You go that way. . . I’ll go this 

way. Remove any of Caesar’s 

decorations that you see.

I’ll do it!

* a god who would bless the fields with good crops
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Meanwhile, near the spot where the 

young Roman men would race, Caesar 

spoke to his wife, Calpurnia.

Stand right in Mark 

Antony’s way when 

he runs.

I will!

Then he spoke to Mark Antony.

Be sure to touch 

Calpurnia as you 

run. TheY say this 

will grant a woman 

many children.

I’ll  

remember!

Suddenly someone called 

out from the crowd.

Caesar!

Who calls Caesar? 

Speak! I am listening!

Caesar! 

Beware 

the ides of 

March!*

* The Roman month was divided into the kalends, the ides, and the nones; in March the ides fell on 
the 15th.
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Who is that 

man? 

A soothsayer* who 

tells you to beware 

the ides of March!

Bring him here! Let 

me see his face.

What do you say 

now?

Beware the 

ides of March!

The man is a 

dreamer. Let us 

go on our way.

* someone who predicts the future from signs and omens
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As Caesar and 

his followers 

went off to the 

race, Cassius 

and Brutus, two 

noble Romans, 

stayed behind.

My dear friend, have I 

done something to anger 

you? You don’t seem very 

friendly lately.

No, no! 

It is not 

you.

I have some prob-

lems I must deal 

with; that is all.

You will do 

the right 

thing, I’m 

sure.

Just then a great shout went up from 

the crowd watching the games.

What’s HAPPENING?

I’m afraid the people are 

choosing Caesar to be their 

King!
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If you fear it. . . 

then you don’t 

want it to happen!

Caesar has grown 

too great! He is a 

human being, and 

not a god!

Are you asking me to 

help you stop Caesar 

from becoming King?

Caesar is my friend. but 

Rome must be a republic,* 

not Caesar’s Kingdom.

I will think of 

what you’ve said, 

and answer you 

later.

The games are over. Pull Casca 

aside when he passes by. He will 

tell us what happened.

aND IF I AM?

* a government ruled by the people
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Meanwhile, Caesar and his 

followers arrived at the 

place where Brutus and 

Cassius were talking.

I don’t like 

the looks 

of that 

Cassius.

Don’t fear him, Caesar. 

He’s not dangerous.

I don’t fear him, for 

I am Caesar! But 

what do you think 

of him?

As Caesar left, Casca came by in the crowd.

You pulled at my 

cloak. You want to 

speak to me?

Yes, tell us what 

happened. why 

all the cheering?
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