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Orlando makes his way to the court of Duke 

Frederick, and falls desperately in love with the 

Duke’s niece, Rosalind. Meanwhile, in the Forest 

of Arden, the Old Duke is living peacefully after 

having his throne usurped by his brother, Frederick. 

Orlando learns about a threat on his life and fl ees to 

the forest. Shortly thereafter, Rosalind is banished 

by her uncle and also seeks safety there disguised 

as a boy. Will the Old Duke recognize his daughter? 

Will the lovers be reunited?
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As You Like It
William Shakespeare

Celia Oliver

Duke Frederick

Rosalind Orlando

the old Duke 
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many years ago, three brothers lived in a rich country house. the old-

est brother, oliver, took care of the house and lands and sent the 

middle brother, jaques, to school. but he kept his youngest brother, 

orlando, from getting what was rightfully his. one day orlando spoke 

with the old servant adam about the unfair way in which his brother 

oliver treated him.

When my father died he told my brother 

to raise me well. but he doesn’t care 

about me. even his horses are treated 

better than i am!

orlando, a gentle and kind young man, could not understand why oli-

ver treated him so badly. he began planning to take the money his fa-

ther had left him so that he could leave home and take care of himself.
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As orlando was speaking, oliver en-

tered the garden.

what are you 

doing here?

Nothing. I’m not 

taught to do any-

thing worthwhile!

How dare you say that to me?

At that, 

orlando 

grasped his 

brother’s 

arms to keep 

him from 

striking 

again.

Do you want 

to fight with 

me?

I am a gentleman. 

the youngest son 

of sir rowland de 

boys. I only want 

to make sure you 

listen to me!

Our father told 

you to educate 

me well. Do so, 

or give me what is 

mine by his will.

I will give 

you part of 

it. Now let me 

go, and get 

out of here!

And you get 

away too, old 

man!

Is that the 

thanks I get for 

all my years of 

service to your 

family?
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As orlando and Adam walked 

away, oliver called to a nearby 

servant.

The duke’s wrestler,* 

charles, is waiting 

to see me. bring him 

here.

What is the 

news at the 

court?

The old duke has 

been sent away 

by his younger 

brother, duke 

FREDERICK. They 

say he lives like 

robin hood in the 

forest of arden.

Was his 

daughter 

Rosalind sent 

away with 

him?

Oh, no. She and the new 

duke’s daughter Celia, are 

like sisters. He wants to 

keep them together.

But there is some-

thing else on my 

mind. Your youngest 

brother, Orlando, 

wants to wrestle 

with me tomorrow. I 

am older and stron-

ger and I am afraid I 

might hurt him badly!

* a person who fights others in contests of strength
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Yes, I know. but my 

younger brother 

hates me. he would 

like to kill me and 

take my fortune.

Then I will 

take care 

of him once 

and for all.

When charles had left, oliver 

sat quietly thinking.

I don’t know 

why I hate my 

brother. he 

is gentle and 

kind—but that 

seems to 

make me hate 

him all the 

more.

The following day at the court of duke frederick, his daughter celia 

walked with her cousin Rosalind.

Dear Rosalind, 

I wish you were 

not so sad!

It is hard for me to be 

happy when I think of my 

poor father sent away 

like that.

I am my father’s only 

child. someday I will 

own everything that he 

has and then I will give 

back to you everything 

my father has taken.



As You Like It 13

As they were speaking, one of the 

duke’s servants came up to the 

young ladies.

Are you staying for 

the wrestling match? 

The duke’s wrestler has 

already won against 

three young men. he will 

soon take on another.

let us  

stay,  

Rosalind.

At that moment, duke Frederick 

and several other men drew 

near.

Hello, girls. 

have you come 

to see the 

wrestling?

Yes, if we 

may.

You may be sorry. 

charles could kill 

this next man. 

maybe you can get 

him to give up.

We will try. 



14

So Rosalind and celia spoke to 

orlando.

Are you the young 

man who wants to 

fight charles, the 

wrestler?

Yes, I am. 

and perhaps 

I can win 

against him.

You are too 

young. He 

might hurt 

you badly!

Let us ask the 

duke to call off 

this match!

I must fight him. 

still, I hope your 

good wishes will 

stay with me. I have 

no one else who 

cares.

I wish I could 

make you 

stronger! But 

good luck Any- 

way.
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With the good wishes of 

Rosalind and celia in his 

heart, orlando began his 

fight with charles.

To everyone’s surprise, orlando 

threw charles so hard that he 

could not get up again. the match 

had lasted only a few moments.

No more, no more! stop the 

fight! the young man has won!
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What is your 

name, lad?

Orlando. I am the young-

est son of sir rowland 

de boys.

You father was my enemy. but 

you are a brave young man 

just the same.

Saying this, Duke Frederick turned and 

left. but celia and Rosalind stayed to 

speak to the young man.

And I am 

sorry for my 

father’s bad 

manners!

My own father 

loved your father 

dearly. please 

take this chain and 

wear it for me!

Before orlando could thank 

them, celia and Rosalind 

walked away.

I could not answer the 

young lady who gave me 

this chain. I am afraid I have 

fallen in love with her!




