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William Shakespeare was baptized on April 26, 1564, in Stratford-
on-Avon, England, the third child of John Shakespeare, a well-to-do 
merchant, and Mary Arden, his wife. Young William probably attended 
the Stratford grammar school, where he learned English, Greek, 
and a great deal of Latin. Historians aren’t sure of the exact date of 
Shakespeare’s birth.

In 1582, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway. By 1583 the couple 
had a daughter, Susanna, and two years later the twins, Hamnet and 
Judith. Somewhere between 1585 and 1592 Shakespeare went to 
London, where he became first an actor and then a playwright. His 
acting company, The King’s Men, appeared most often in the Globe 
theater, a part of which Shakespeare himself owned. 

In all, Shakespeare is believed to have written thirty-seven plays, several 
nondramatic poems, and a number of sonnets. In 1611 when he left 
the active life of the theater, he returned to Stratford and became a 
country gentleman, living in the second-largest house in town. For five 
years he lived a quiet life. Then, on April 23, 1616, William Shakespeare 
died and was buried in Trinity Church in Stratford. From his own time 
to the present, Shakespeare is considered one of the greatest writers 
of the English-speaking world.
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If those Montagues 

should come by, I’ll 

strike before they can 

run away!

Many years ago in Verona, Italy, there  

lived two families who hated one another. 

The Montagues and the Capulets had been 

carrying on a feud for as long as they 

could remember.

Then take out 

your sword, for 

two of them are 

coming now.

Sampson and Gregory were servants of the Capulets.  

They were just as ready to fight the Montagues  

as their masters were.
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I’ll pick a fight 

with them. Stay 

near and help me.

I will. And 

other Capulets 

will join us if 

we need help.

The Capulets are 

better masters than 

the Montagues!

What? 

You lie!
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As the servants 

prepared to fight, 

Montague’s  

nephew, Benvolio, 

rushed up to them.

Stop, you fools! 

You don’t know 

what you’re doing!

Just then Tybalt, a nephew of 

Capulet’s wife, saw Benvolio with 

his sword drawn. He thought  

Benvolio wanted to fight along 

with the servants.

Why fight 

them when 

you can fight 

me, Benvolio?

I am trying to keep 

peace, Tybalt. If you 

must use your sword, 

help me to separate 

these servants.
I do not like 

the word 

peace. I hate 

you and all 

the other 

Montagues. 

Fight me, I 

say!
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I shall be the death 

of you, Benvolio.
Many good citizens 

of Verona were tired 

of the long feud. 

They rushed up to the 

fighting men.

Stop them, 

citizens! 

Strike! Beat 

them down!

Down with 

Montague!

Down with 

capulet!

Down  

with both  

families!
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Hearing the noise, Old Capulet and Lord Montague came out of their 

houses to see what was happening.

Look! Here comes 

Montague with a 

sword. Get mine 

for me, wife.

No. You are too 

old to fight.

I will not!There is Old 

Capulet. Let go 

of me woman!
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At that moment 

Prince Escalus of 

Verona arrived.

From now on, 

anyone who is 

caught fighting  

in the streets 

will pay for it 

with his life!

Stop this fighting! Three 

times already you  

Montagues and Capulets 

have upset our city with 

your bloody feud. We 

are tired of it!
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With this, the prince left and the 

people went back to their homes.

By the way, Ben-

volio, have you 

seen my son  

Romeo today? I 

am glad he was 

not in this fight.

I saw him walking this 

morning, Lady Montague. 

He wanted to be left 

alone.

He has been doing that a lot 

lately, dear wife. He stays up all 

night long. And during the day he 

locks himself in his room.

As the spoke,  

Romeo came down 

the street. Benvolio 

went alone to  

talk with him.

Oh, Benvolio, 

I am in love!

Good morning, 

cousin. What is 

bothering you?
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But the girl I 

love does not 

love me. It trou-

bles my heart.

Who  

is she, 

Romeo?

A woman 

who says 

that she 

will never 

marry.

Then forget 

her and find 

someone else.

There are 

many other 

lovely girls  

in Verona.

No one is as lovely 

a she is. I cannot 

forget her! Good-

bye, cousin.

Poor Romeo! 

I must help 

him somehow!
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