“Mark Twain’s highest achievement; a delightful,
humorous narrative...Huck Finn is immortal!”

The characters and characterizations are unforgett
able. Pap, Huck’s drunken father, kidnaps his own
son. Jim, Miss Watson’s runaway slave, and Huck
become best friends–Jim running to freedom, while
Huck is rebelling from civilization. Their adventures,
both humorous and cruel, will keep readers on the
edge of their seats.

THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn takes place
on the Mississippi during the late 1800s...when
the riverboat and small towns along the river were
adventurous, exciting, and romantic.
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Samuel Clemens
Samuel Langhorne Clemens, an American novelist, wrote under the pen
name of Mark Twain. He is known as one of the major authors of American
fiction and the greatest humorist in American literature. He was born in
1835 in Florida, Missouri. His family moved to Hannibal, Missouri, a village
on the Mississippi River, in 1839. His father died in debt in 1847, and
Samuel Clemens went to work for a newspaper and printing firm.
He had little formal education, learning what he needed to know while
working in the printing business. In 1857, Clemens decided to become a
riverboat pilot. His pen name, Mark Twain, comes from a riverboat term
meaning two fathoms (a depth of 12 feet, or 3.7 meters).
In 1861, the Civil War stopped commercial boat traffic on the Mississippi,
and Clemens left the river.
He wrote many books including The Prince and the Pauper and A
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court. The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn tells the story of two runaways: young Huck Finn and a slave named
Jim. The book is a sequel to The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.
Samuel Clemens died in 1910.
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Tom Sawyer

Jim

Huckleberry Finn

Widow Douglas
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Huckleberry Finn

9

Huck Finn was a drop-out. He didn’t
like sleeping under a roof and
wearing nice clothes and staying
clean and doing things on time. He
did like getting dirty and sleeping in
the woods and playing hookey from
school. So he ran away to float down
the Mississippi River on a raft with
his black friend, Jim, each looking
for his own kind of freedom.

“There wasn’t no home like a raft. Other places seem so crowded and
stuffy. You might say the days swum by, they slid along so quiet and
smooth and lovely. Nights we had the sky up there, all speckled with
stars, and we used to lay on our backs and discuss about whether they
was made or only just happened. Jim, he said they was made; I judged it
would have took too long to make so many. Jim said the moon could ’a
laid them. I didn’t say nothing against it because I’ve seen a frog lay most
as many.”
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10

When Pap was around, I mostly lived in the woods. But after he went away
the Widow Douglas took me for her son and said she would civilize me. It
was rough.
I had to wear nice clothes all the time.
Now Huck,
dear, do try
to stay clean
and neat!

Yes’m.

I had to come to meals on
time.
Can’t I go
a-swimming?

Not now. . .
supper’s ready.
But I couldn’t
eat till the
Widow prayed
some over
the food.

On Sundays I had to wear shoes
all day, and go to church!
Sit still,
Huck!

I was only
catching a fly.

Did you ever notice, if you’re
anywhere it won’t do for you to
scratch, you will itch all over?
Don’t scratch in
church, Huck!

But I itch in
church!
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Then her old maid sister, Miss
Watson, came to live with her and
she was worse.

It was terrible living with them.
But I stayed for one reason.

Don’t bend over like
that, Huckleberry!
Sit up straight!

I tell you,
Tom, I just
can’t stand
it! I’m
gonna run
away.

11

Yes’m.

But, Huck, we can’t let you
into my robber gang if you
ain’t somebody important. A
robber has got to have family.
All right, Tom.
I’ll stick it out
a while longer
if you’ll hurry
and start the
robber gang.

You bet! I’ll get the
boys together and
we’ll meet some
night at midnight.

So one night after I heard the town
clock strike twelve times, a twig
snapped outside.
Mee-yow!

Mee-yow!
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I climbed out of the
window onto the shed
and slid to the ground,
and there was Tom.
Tom!

Come
on . . .we’ll
go to our
secret
cave.

Now we’ll start this
band of robbers and
call it Tom Sawyer’s
Gang. Everybody has
got to take an oath!

Every boy promises
not to tell any secrets.
If he does, he gets
killed, and his family,
too, and a curse put
on him forever!

What about Huck?
He’s only got his
old drunk father
who ain’t been
seen for a year.
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Everybody has
to have somebody to kill.

What’s the oath?

Yes, or it
wouldn’t be
fair and square
to the others.

Everybody was bothered and I was
almost ready to cry. Then I thought
of a way.
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Now what’s
this gang
going to
do?

How about Miss
Watson, fellows? You
can have her!

Oh,
she’ll do!
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Nothing, only robbery
and murder and
kidnapping and
ambushes and such
things. We’ll be robbers
and wear masks and
stop wagons and stages.

That’s right!

Huck can
come in!
We played robber
now and then about
a month, and then I
quit. All the boys did.
We hadn’t robbed
nobody, hadn’t killed
any people, but
only just pretended.
I couldn’t see no
reason in it. It was
just boring. And
there I was stuck with
regular hours and
going to school and
Miss Watson.
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One morning at breakfast I spilled the salt. I
reached for some to throw over my shoulder
to keep off bad luck, but Miss Watson was
ahead of me.
Take your hands
away, Huckleberry;
what a mess you’re
making!

Now,
sister. . . .
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14

So I knew something bad was
going to happen. And when I went
outside, I saw somebody’s footprints in the soft dirt.
Oh-oh! A
cross in the
left heel!

I want to give you my
six thousand dollars,
Judge. . . all of it!

In a second I was running down
the hill to Judge Thatcher’s. He
took care of my share of the robber
money Tom and I found last year.
I don’t see
nobody
yet!

Don’t ask questions!
Just take it. . . please!

Sign this paper, Huck,
and I will keep the
money safe for you.

What can you
mean, my
boy?

Oho-o! I
think I see.
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