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WELCOME! WE WILL BEGIN SHORTLY
HELPFUL ZOOM TIP
Look for the control bar at the bottom of your web-browser window. Turn  
on captioning, chat with panelists and other attendees, or ask questions 
by clicking the icons below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lb8iYXRpSk
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Objectives
Content Objective: We will examine the power of 

writing in social studies to facilitate intellectual 
and emotional growth.

Language Objective: We will communicate our 
ideas and understanding through written chat 
responses. 



Why is writing powerful? 

Cognitively 
synthesize information and  
deepen understanding

Emotionally
connect with others and 
experience catharsis 



What barriers do we face? 

Technically 
Access to infrastructure and other 
resources 

Socially 
Scrutiny from political leaders and 
community stakeholders



How do we overcome these challenges? 



“Roving” Paragraphs
1. Students complete the first sentence stem with their own 

answer (no free lunch). 
2. After partnering up, students write their partner’s answer as 

the completion of their second stem. 
3. After switching partners, students choose either the first or 

second responses shared by their partner to complete their 
third stem. 

4. Once their paragraph is complete, students read it aloud to 
at least one other person. 

5. Several students are chosen randomly to read their 
completed paragraphs to the whole group. 



Fortune/Misfortune 
Work with your breakout room to write one positive sentence and 
one negative one on our shared jamboard. You may stay in your 
room or return to the main room when finished. 

Please make sure you have a blank piece of paper and a writing 
utensil for our next step. 



Fortune/Misfortune 



Fortune/Misfortune
Writing Guidance - 

- Keep writing as long as possible 
- Abbreviations, combining of languages, and other 

adjustments are welcome 
- Legibility is negotiable, as long as you can read your writing
- Try to match the group pace as best you can 



Dear diary,

Wow, it’s been such a crazy week! I used so much aquanet that I may be responsible for a hole in 
the ozone layer. But I looked great! 

So the Berlin Wall came down today and it was such an emotional experience. Seeing families 
reunited really made me appreciate having my grandparents living just down the street. I am so 
lucky! 

Mom and I got up at 4AM today to watch Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer’s wedding. I’m 
no expert, but I think they’ll be in love forever. They are surely a great match for each other. 

Grandma gave me some birthday money and I immediately spent it on a skip-it. This is the most 
hi-tech toy ever! It’s hot pink and all my friends are so envious. My grandma really is the best.

Yours, 

Tina



1. Join your breakout room

2. Share your writing in reverse hair length order - longest hair 
reads first

3. Please return to the main room after everyone has read 
their stories

Breakout Rooms:
Share your writing



Objectives
Content Objective: We will examine the power of 

writing in social studies to facilitate intellectual 
and emotional growth.

Language Objective: We will communicate our 
ideas and understanding through written chat 
responses. 



Websites/References 
https://www.theverge.com/22418074/broadband-gap-america-map-county-
microsoft-data

https://www.psypost.org/2013/12/new-study-confirms-mark-twains-saying-tr
avel-is-fatal-to-prejudice-21662

www.bit.ly/CompellingContentSeidlitz

www.commonlit.org 

www.seidlitzeducation.com

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.theverge.com/22418074/broadband-gap-america-map-county-microsoft-data&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1620871172726000&usg=AOvVaw1-IUfQFhGjBgzcgn0zFqzf
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.theverge.com/22418074/broadband-gap-america-map-county-microsoft-data&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1620871172726000&usg=AOvVaw1-IUfQFhGjBgzcgn0zFqzf
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.psypost.org/2013/12/new-study-confirms-mark-twains-saying-travel-is-fatal-to-prejudice-21662&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1620871172726000&usg=AOvVaw0qyU12ma7hJ6lsC-ZAVwkv
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.psypost.org/2013/12/new-study-confirms-mark-twains-saying-travel-is-fatal-to-prejudice-21662&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1620871172726000&usg=AOvVaw0qyU12ma7hJ6lsC-ZAVwkv
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bit.ly/CompellingContentSeidlitz&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1620871172727000&usg=AOvVaw3hJKi6AVul1o4jkBDENAWt
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.commonlit.org&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1620871172727000&usg=AOvVaw1JkW75y8qA034tn6u5TZS1
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.seidlitzeducation.com&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1620871172727000&usg=AOvVaw2Vp2yQVnPVOGp3KUI-URTr


Connect With Us
tina.beene@johnseidlitz.com

@Seidlitz_Ed
@TBeeneEdu

www.seidlitzeducation.com

Virtual Conference 
June 24th 9:00 - 12:00 CST 

Virtual and face-to-face 
sessions covering a variety of 
topics in flexible formats are 
available to be booked now! 

mailto:tina.beene@johnseidlitz.com
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Register here         www.sdlback.com/webinar-series

Educational Consultant 
Seidlitz Education


ANNA MATIS

Thursday, May 20, 2021 

12:00 p.m. PDT / 3:00 p.m. EDT


Enhancing ESL Instruction with 
Strategies from the Foreign 
Language Classroom

https://www.sdlback.com/webinar-series
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Literacy Specialist 
Saddleback Educational 

Publishing

New On-Demand Webinar!


INTRODUCING THE SADDLEBACK 
DIGITAL SOLUTION

LIZ MANGUS

Available Now on Saddleback’s YouTube Channel
www.youtube.com/c/SaddlebackEducationalPublishing

http://www.youtube.com/c/SaddlebackEducationalPublishing
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QUESTIONS?
COMMENTS

&



SADDLEBACK 

EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING

RESOURCES FOR STRUGGLING LEARNERS

@saddlebackeducational /sdlback @sdlback saddlebackeducational

contact@sdlback.com www.sdlback.com 888-SDL-BACK Saddleback 
Educational Publishing



THANK YOU!
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This is to certify that attended the 1-hour webinar 
entitled: The Power of Writing in Social Studies on May 13, 2021 with Tina Beene, 
Educational Consultant, Seidlitz Education.  
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