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There.

Sitting on a branch.
It looks like a stick.
A green one.

But it’s not.

It’s a praying mantis.

A male.

He’s eating.

Then a female shows up.
The male looks.

He walks toward her.
Flaps his wings.




The female turns her head.

She jumps on him.
And pins him down.
He can’t move.

The two mate.

She’s not done.

She Kkills the male.

But death comes slowly.
The female bites his jaw.
Rips it. Chews it.

Next come his eyes.
She pulls them out.
Swallows them.

The male sits.

He won’t fight back.
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The female is a cannibal.
She eats her own kind.

She’s not alone.
Many animals do this.
Females eat males.
Parents eat children.

Sisters eat brothers.




To humans it’s gross.
But not in the wild.

The weak come for dinner.

But never leave.
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