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When shall we 

meet again?
When the fighting 

is over.

Then we will meet 

with Macbeth.

In a lonely spot in Scotland, three witches met to make their 

evil plans. Around their cauldron,* they spoke of going to see 

Macbeth, a great general** who was at that moment fighting in a 

war against Norway.

* a large kettle
** an army officer of the highest rank
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A bleeding man was brought to 

him from the field of Battle.

This is the sergeant* who fought 

to keep me from being captured.**

Tell my father about 

the battle, friend!

For a long time it 

seemed that the enemy 

and the king’s forces 

were equally matched.

“Neither army could win against 

the other.”

* an officer
** taken away by the enemy
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“Macdonwald, who led the enemy, added 

some Irish foot soldiers to his forces.”

“It seemed that the 

enemy might now 

begin to win over 

the army headed 

by Macbeth and 

Banquo.”

“But brave Macbeth charged* and killed everyone in his path.”

* went forward into battle
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“As he fought, Macbeth finally 

came upon Macdonwald.”

“Raising his sword high in the air, 

Macbeth brought it down on the 

rebel’s* chest.”

“Then he chopped off Macdon-

wald’s head.”

“Without a leader, the rebels 

retreated.** Macbeth had won the 

battle!”

* a person who fights against the leaders of his own country
** moved back or away
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“Then he went to a 

nearby castle to 

rest. While there, 

he put Macdon-

wald’s head on 

the castle wall to 

strike fear into 

the rebels’ hearts.

“Meanwhile, king Sweno of Norway arrived with more soldiers.”

“General Macbeth and 

Banquo marched ahead 

of their army to meet 

the new charge.”
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But the brave sergeant could not 

finish his story.

Forgive me, King 

Duncan, but I fear 

I will faint. I can 

talk no more.

Your wounds* must be looked 

after. My men will take you to 

the doctor.

Just then two 

noblemen, Ross 

and Angus, 

arrived. King 

Duncan was 

eager** to hear 

what news they 

brought.

Where have you 

come from?

From the fighting near 

Fife. Many men were sent 

against Macbeth and his 

army by king Sweno.

* injuries, cuts and gashes received while fighting
** anxious, looking forward to
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That is good 

news, Ross. The 

war is over.

I will sign a treaty** with King 

Sweno. But the thane of Cawdor 

must be executed** for being a 

traitor.

Macbeth must be rewarded for his good work. 

I will make him the new Thane of Cawdor.

I’ll go and tell 

Macbeth about 

this at once.

* a paper signed to end a war
** killed according to the law
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Meanwhile, now that 

the fighting was over, 

the three witches 

waited to speak with 

Macbeth as he left 

the Battle.

Crossing 

the heath,* 

macbeth 

and banquo 

came upon 

the witches.

What are you? Speak 

if you can!

Hail,** Macbeth, Thane of 

Glamis!

Hail, Macbeth, Thane of 

Cawdor!
Hail, Macbeth, 

the next King 

of Scotland!

* a stretch of marsh land covered with grass and low bushes
** a greeting
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Macbeth, who was already 

Thane of Glamis but did not 

yet know Duncan had named him 

Thane of Cawdor, shuddered* at 

the witches’ words. He knew the 

only way he could become king 

was if good Duncan died.

Do not be so afraid, Macbeth. 

They have not said anything 

to harm you.

Then Banquo 

turned and asked 

the witches a 

question.

And what do you 

say about me?

You will not be a 

king, but you will 

be the father of 

kings.

When they had 

finished speaking, 

all three witches 

vanished** into thin 

air.

Wait! Why do you say these things? You must 

tell me more!

* trembled, shook
** disappeared, went away




