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Welcome to
 Saddleback’s Illustrated ClassicsTM

We are proud to welcome you to Saddleback’s Illustrated ClassicsTM. 
Saddleback’s Illustrated ClassicsTM was designed specifically for the 
classroom to introduce readers to many of the great classics in literature. 
Each text, written and adapted by teachers and researchers, has been 
edited using the Dale-Chall vocabulary system. In addition, much time 
and effort has been spent to ensure that these high-interest stories retain 
all of the excitement, intrigue, and adventure of the original books.

With these graphically Illustrated ClassicsTM, you learn what happens 
in the story in a number of different ways. One way is by reading the 
words a character says. Another way is by looking at the drawings of the 
character. The artist can tell you what kind of person a character is and 
what he or she is thinking or feeling.

This series will help you to develop confidence and a sense of 
accomplishment as you finish each novel. The stories in Saddleback’s 
Illustrated ClassicsTM are fun to read. And remember, fun motivates!
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Overview

Everyone deserves to read the best literature our language has to offer.  
Saddleback’s Illustrated ClassicsTM was designed to acquaint readers 
with the most famous stories from the world’s greatest authors, while 
teaching essential skills. You will learn how to:

•  Establish a purpose for reading

•  Activate prior knowledge

•  Evaluate your reading

•  Listen to the language as it is written

•  Extend literary and language appreciation through discussion and writing      

activities.

 
Reading is one of the most important skills you will ever learn. It provides 
the key to all kinds of information. By reading the Illustrated ClassicsTM, 
you will develop confidence and the self-satisfaction that comes from  
accomplishment—a solid foundation for any reader.



William Shakespeare was baptized on April 26, 1564, in 
Stratford-on-Avon, England, the third child of John Shakespeare, 
a well-to-do merchant, and Mary Arden, his wife. Young William 
probably attended the Stratford grammar school, where he 
learned English, Greek, and a great deal of Latin. Historians 
aren’t sure of the exact date of Shakespeare’s birth.

In 1582, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway. By 1583 
the couple had a daughter, Susanna, and two years later the 
twins, Hamnet and Judith. Somewhere between 1585 and 
1592 Shakespeare went to London, where he became first an 
actor and then a playwright. His acting company, The King’s 
Men, appeared most often in the Globe theater, a part of which 
Shakespeare himself owned. 

In all, Shakespeare is believed to have written thirty-seven 
plays, several nondramatic poems, and a number of sonnets. 
In 1611 when he left the active life of the theater, he returned 
to Stratford and became a country gentleman, living in the 
second-largest house in town. For five years he lived a quiet 
life. Then, on April 23, 1616, William Shakespeare died and 
was buried in Trinity Church in Stratford. From his own time 
to the present, Shakespeare is considered one of the greatest 
writers of the English-speaking world.

William Shakespeare
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many years ago, three brothers lived in a rich country house. the old-

est brother, oliver, took care of the house and lands and sent the 

middle brother, jaques, to school. but he kept his youngest brother, 

orlando, from getting what was rightfully his. one day orlando spoke 

with the old servant adam about the unfair way in which his brother 

oliver treated him.

When my father died he told my brother 

to raise me well. but he doesn’t care 

about me. even his horses are treated 

better than i am!

orlando, a gentle and kind young man, could not understand why oli-

ver treated him so badly. he began planning to take the money his fa-

ther had left him so that he could leave home and take care of himself.
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As orlando was speaking, oliver en-

tered the garden.

what are you 

doing here?

Nothing. I’m not 

taught to do any-

thing worthwhile!

How dare you say that to me?

At that, 

orlando 

grasped his 

brother’s 

arms to keep 

him from 

striking 

again.

Do you want 

to fight with 

me?

I am a gentleman. 

the youngest son 

of sir rowland de 

boys. I only want 

to make sure you 

listen to me!

Our father told 

you to educate 

me well. Do so, 

or give me what is 

mine by his will.

I will give 

you part of 

it. Now let me 

go, and get 

out of here!

And you get 

away too, old 

man!

Is that the 

thanks I get for 

all my years of 

service to your 

family?
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As orlando and Adam walked 

away, oliver called to a nearby 

servant.

The duke’s wrestler,* 

charles, is waiting 

to see me. bring him 

here.

What is the 

news at the 

court?

The old duke has 

been sent away 

by his younger 

brother, duke 

FREDERICK. They 

say he lives like 

robin hood in the 

forest of arden.

Was his 

daughter 

Rosalind sent 

away with 

him?

Oh, no. She and the new 

duke’s daughter Celia, are 

like sisters. He wants to 

keep them together.

But there is some-

thing else on my 

mind. Your youngest 

brother, Orlando, 

wants to wrestle 

with me tomorrow. I 

am older and stron-

ger and I am afraid I 

might hurt him badly!

* a person who fights others in contests of strength
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Yes, I know. but my 

younger brother 

hates me. he would 

like to kill me and 

take my fortune.

Then I will 

take care 

of him once 

and for all.

When charles had left, oliver 

sat quietly thinking.

I don’t know 

why I hate my 

brother. he 

is gentle and 

kind—but that 

seems to 

make me hate 

him all the 

more.

The following day at the court of duke frederick, his daughter celia 

walked with her cousin Rosalind.

Dear Rosalind, 

I wish you were 

not so sad!

It is hard for me to be 

happy when I think of my 

poor father sent away 

like that.

I am my father’s only 

child. someday I will 

own everything that he 

has and then I will give 

back to you everything 

my father has taken.
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As they were speaking, one of the 

duke’s servants came up to the 

young ladies.

Are you staying for 

the wrestling match? 

The duke’s wrestler has 

already won against 

three young men. he will 

soon take on another.

let us  

stay,  

Rosalind.

At that moment, duke Frederick 

and several other men drew 

near.

Hello, girls. 

have you come 

to see the 

wrestling?

Yes, if we 

may.

You may be sorry. 

charles could kill 

this next man. 

maybe you can get 

him to give up.

We will try. 




